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ACT        I. 


Underwood's  art  studio. 

IPhls  scene  represents  the  room  of  a  maa  of 
artistic  tastes  who  sells  on  commission 
antiquities — 'bric-a^hraOt  curios,  piotures,. 
statues,  etc.   eto.      It  is  most  tastefully- 
designed  to  set  off  the  various  art  creations 
a  grand  piano  covered  with  valuable  "bronzes, 
birC"S^brac.  vases,   etc.     The  entire  setting 
Is  professionally  artistic,     inhere  is  a  deoanterj 
of  whiskey  and  glass  on  t~able^   also  cigars;         ^ 
cigarettes,  match,  ash  tray,   etc..  etc.,  and 
all  the  paraphanalia  of  ,a  well-appointed 
apartment . 

As  Curtain  rises  —  TIHDIilRWOOD  is  disooveted 
reading  a  paper,     jne  nas  a  cigar  in  his  molith 
which  he  has  not  yet  lif^hted.       After  a  few 
moments  he  si^hs  —  appears  to  think  a  ml-' 
ment .  then  puts  cigar  on  ash  tray,  unlit. 
as  if  he  did  not  have  ambition  enough  to 
smofce.     His  reverie  is  hroKen  by  a  telephone 
ring.     Business  of  answering  ±¥l 


Underwood 


Send  -  him  -  up. 


(Underwood's  face  "betrays  fear  and  anxiety 
and  ho  waits  anxiously  till  Belmington 
enters*  Btrmlngton  is  the  manajier  of  a 
big  firm  of  art  dealers  --  Under7/ood  loolcs 
up  —  then  rlseg.)  ^ 


Bennington  --  this  is  a  surprise. 


Bennington 


Yes. 


Underwood 
Sit  down. 

Bennington 
I  haven't  time  --  thank  you  —  my  mission  is  rather  a  delicate 
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ono,  Mr,  irnderwood. 

Underwood 

3!he  art  and  antique  business  is  a  delicate  "business  — 
God  knows  it's  a  precarious  one  —  Have  a  drink? 

Bennington 

Ho  thenk  you  —  I've  come  to  "warn  you,  llr.  Underwood ,  that 
the  firm  is  about  to  ask  you  to  return  their  property  -- 

(Points  around.) 
everything , 

Underwood 

Why  —  I've  sold  lots  of  things  for  them  at  "big  prices, 

Bennington 

I  know  but  —  the  fact  is  Mr,  Underwood  they've  received 
Information  that  you've  sold  many  of  their  valuable   art 
objects  for  which  they've  received  nothing  at  all. 


Underwoofl 


aaiat's  not  true  — 

(pause.) 
Have  a  cigar? 


Ho  thanks. 


Bennington 


Underwood 


(Bus,  throws  down  his  own  tlgar.)   j  can  account  for 
everything  —  if  they'll  give  me  time  —  they  must  give  me 
time  —  I'm  hard-pressed  --  my  expenses  are  enormous,  and-- 
I'm  much  obliged  to  you  Bennington  for  warning  me  — 

Bennington 

It  may  give  you  time  to  get  the  money  or  to  get  the  things 
back. 

Undo  rv/o  0(3 

I  can  get  them  all  back  in  —  in  time  —  damn  it  —  it  costs 
money  to  keep  up  appearance  —  society  people  won't  buy  if 
thoy  think  you  need  the  money  —  and  I've  had  to  spend  it 
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like  water  to  got  them  even  to  look  at  them  —  give  me  a 
month, 

Bennington 

They're  coming  to-morrov'  —   I  promised  I'd  let  you.  know  and  I 
can  do  no  more  — 

Underwood 

To-morrow  — 

(Bus  —  T3aa.se  ♦ ) 
Bennington,  how  did  they  come  to  —  to  suspect? 

Bennington 

When  you  tried , to  sell  these  things  to  old  Defries  for  one 
quarter  their  value  he  recognized  where  they  came  flrom  and 
went  right  straight  to  the  firm  —  there's  a  man  outside       i 

watching  now  — 

Underwood 

HThen  it's  all  up,  eh?   Ho  extension?  No  chance  — no  — 

(Telephone  "bell  rinfefl.) 

Bennington 

Hot  a  minute  — 

(Pause.) 
Well,  I've  k*pt  my  promise. 

Ulnderwood 

(At  telephone.)   I  can't  see  him  —  tell  him  I'm  --  I'm  --  don' 
go  Bennington.  It's  only  that  infernal  nuisance  Howard  Jef- 
fries — 

(Bus — hangs  uio  telephone  mechanically^ ) 

Bennington 

X  must  -- 

(Bus,   loolis  L. ) 
I;  idon't  see  the  Velasquez  — 

Underwood 

Ho  —  it's  —  it's  out  —  on  —  on  probation  --  I  can  account 
for  everything];. 

Bennington 

And  the  Gobelins  


^^ 
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Underwood 

Everything  —  if  they  give  me  time  —  You  know  what  it  means 

Benniiigton  —   the  position  I've  made  for, myself  wil?   be 

swept  away  —   and  — 

(Sighs    ) 

After  all  —   it  doesn't  matter, 

(Enter  Howard   Jeffries  P.  I.,  He  is  a  Post 
dradnate  type  of  oollej^e  man,  refined  bat 
dissipated  aDpearenee.  Aood-natured ,  care- 
lessly dressed  —  handsome  faoe  marred  by 
weaJmess  and   dissipation  —  about  25  yeairs 
of  age.       He  has  been  drinking?  slightly  «■» 
Underwood  is  obviously  annoyed, ) 

Howard 

IPhe  attendant   didn't  seem  to  be  sure  —   so  I   came  up — 
sorry  if  I'm  butting  in  — 

Underwood 
(Ooldly. )  Glad  to  see  you  — 

Howard 
You  don't  look  it. 

Underwood 
(Pause^ )     Mr.  Bennington  —  Mr,  Howard  Jeffrjtes,   Junior, 

Howard 

Oh  I  know  Bennington  —  bought  an  elephant's  tusk  at  his 
place   in  the  doys  when  I  was  somebody  —  Nobody  now- — couldn't 
even  buy  an  ivory  colleir  button. 

(Pours  himself  out   a  drinlr  —  mncih  te  UTirlf>-r^ 
wood's    fl-n-noyfljiftft    —    T^P>-nm'ngtn-n   ■nnt-if.fin    fhia, 

shakes  his  head^) 
Do  you  remember  that  wonderful  set   of  Ivory  chess  men  the 
old  man  bought? 

Bennington 

Yes  sir  —  Ah  I  fiYour  father  was  a  fine  art  critic  — 

Howard 

Art  critic  —  he  can  criticize   any  old  thing  —   every  old 
thing  —   I  don't  care     hat  it, is  —  he  Oan  oritlcizo  it  — 
when  in  doubt  criticize  —   is  nailed  on  father's  escutcheon, 

(Drinks  J 
Here's  how  — 


^ 
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Beimiiigton 
Well,  good-night,  !£r,   Jeffries  —  good-night,  Mr«  Underwood- 
Underwood 

Grood -night  — 

(Exit  Bennington  P.  L.) 

Howard 

Excuse  my  "butting  in  hut  —  why  so  ohop  fallen  —  so — 
downcast  —  what  a  long  face!  Is  that  the  way  you  greet 
a  classmate,  a  fellow  frat?  Wait  till  you  hear  my  hard- 
luck  story;  that'll  cheer  you  up  —  who  was  it  who  sald- 
"there's  nothing  cheers  us  up  so  much  as  the  other  fellow's 
tragedy?"  First,  I'll  pour  out  a  drink  —  I  need  courage 
old  man  —  I've  got  a  favor  to  ask  —  I  meat   some  money — 
I  not  only  want  It  —  I  nee^  it  — 

( Unclerwoo d  IfflEtF^is,) 
I  told  you  I'd  cheer  you  up .    I  don't  want  to  remind  you 
of  that  little  matter  of  250  hucks  you  "borrowed  from  me  two 
years  ago  —  I  suppose  you've  forgotten  it  —  hut  — 

Underwood 

Well! 

Howard 

I'm  not  reminding  you  old  ohap,  hut  —  when  the  family  kicked 
me  out  for  marrying  the  finest  girl  that  ever  lived  --my 
father  cut  me  off  with  a  piking  allov/ance  which  I  told  Mm 
to  put  in  the  church  plate,     I  told  him  I  preferred  independ- 
ence  —  well,   I've  got  my  independence  hut  I'm  —   I'm  hroke- 
I  can't  find  any  husiness  that  I'm  fitted   for  and  she  threatens 
to  go  hack  to  work  —   I  won't  stand   for  that  —  I  won't  be 

supported  hy  any  woman and   I  thought  of  you — you're  a 

successful  art  collector   —  have  a  hig  name--made  lots  of 
money  and  all  that  — 

(Bus     with  whiskey.) 
'Tain't  the  two  fifty  old  man  —  I  don't  want  that 

Ujidorwood 
Well,  what  do  you  want? 

Howard 
I  want  a  couple  of  thousand  — 

Underwood 

A  couple  of  thousand  — 

(laughs. ) 


^ 
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(Jee,  I'm  a  hit,  oh?       I  Imew  I'd  cheer  you  up  — 

(Drinlgs.) 
I  don't  seem  to  get  down  to   aiything —  my  Ideas  won't  stay 
in  one  place  —  I  got  a  position  as  time  keeper,  "but  I 
didn't  hold  it  down  a  week  —  I  kept  the  time  all  right, 
hut  it  wasn't  the  right  time  — 

(Bus,  with  whiskey,) 
(They're  so  damn  particular  — 

Undenvood 

You  keep  pretty  good  time  with  that  — - 

(Points  to  whiskey.) 

HoTs^rd 

It's  the  one  tlii33g  I  do  punctually  —  and  perfectly  I  can 
row,   swim,  play  tennis  —  foothall— golf  and  polo  with 
anyhody,  hut   I'll  he  damned  if  I   can  do  anything  quite  as 
well  as  I  do  this  — 

Underwood 

Why  don't  you  go  home  and  ask  your  father? 

Howard 

A^ter  heing  turned  out  like  a  dog  —  with  a  young  wife  on 
ny  hands  —  not  much  —  no  —  I've  injured  their  pride  -- 
You  know  father  married  a  second  time  —  loaded  me  down  with 
a  step-nother.  She's  all  right,  hut  she's  so  confoundedly 
aristocratic — you  know  her— ©Say,  didn't  you  and  she-— wasn't 
there  some  sort  of  an  engagement  once-— seems  to  me  I — 

tTnderwood 

,  I'd  rather  you  wouldn't  mescition  that  Biatter, 

(Pause.) 
I'm  very  husy  now — if  you  could  postpone 

Howard 

Underwood,   I'm  an  outcast--a  derelict  in  the  ocean  of  life— 
as  one  of  my  highly  aristocratic  uncles  vjrote  me — and  his 

grandfather  was  an  iron  puddler Hal     i?Iy  family  makes  me 

sick  --   I'm  no  good  because   I  married  the  girl.     If  I'd 
have  ruined  her  life,  and   cast  her  aside,   I'd  still  he  a 
respectable  member  of  the  family  — 

(Pours  out  whi skey , ) 

Underwood 

Ho  Hward  —  you  wouldn't  make  a  respectable  member  of  any 
family  — 
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Howard 
P'r'aps  not  — 

Underwood 
How  does  Annie  take  her  social  ostracism? 

Howard 

Like  a  brick  —  thoroughbrod  —  all  to  the  good — she's  one 
of  the  few  women  I  know  that  improves  on  acquaintance  — 
she's  all  right. 

Underwood 

I'm  sorry  I  never  introduced  you  to  her  —  I  never  thought 
you'd  make  such  a  fool  of  yourself  as  to  marry  — 

Howard 

Don't  Icnov/  whether  I  made  a  fool  of  myself  or  not  —  she's 

got  the  makings  of  a  great  woman  — very  crude  hut   still 

the  makings.     The  only  thing  I  object  to   is,  she  insists  on 
going  back  to  work  —   Just  as  if  I'd  permit  such  a  thing  — 
you  know  what  I  said  to  her  on  our  wedding  day?       Mrs, 
Howard  Jeffries,  you  are  entering  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  America  —  nature  has  fitted  you  for  social  leadership — 
You  will  be  a  petted,  pampered  member  of  that  elect  —   select 
z  few  called  the  ICniekerbocker  set — and  now,flamn  it  all,  how 
can  I  let  her  ^o  back  to  work — if  you  let  me  have  that  two 
thousand  — 

(Lays  back  on  sofa.) 

Underwood 

I  haven't  got  it  —  I'm  in  debt  up  to  my  eyes  —    • 

(Bus,     Howard  looks_aroimd^ 

Howard 

What's  all  --   all  this bluff? 

Underwood 

A  blp^f  —  that's  it.     Not  a  picture  —  not  a  vase — not  a 
stick  belongs  to  me  —  You'll  have  to  go  to  your  father — 

Howard 

Hot  on  your  life — 

(Bus,  with  whiskey.) 

Undorwo  od 

He'll  relent. 


8. 
Howard 

Ee  relonti  Ha*   IToo  much  "brains  --  too  maeh   up  here— 

(BusJ^ 
Too   little  down  here. 

( Indicates  heart . ) 
Once  get  an  idea never  lets  it  qo   —  holds  on — ohstinate — 

(DroY/sily.) 
Hy  Grod — hOT7  chstiiiate  that  man  is  -.--seems  impossihle  he  can 
he  my  father — one  idea — sticlr  to  it^ — 

(Bus,  reaches  out  for  whiskey ^  Underwood  takes 

It  away. ) 
Gee,  hut  I've  maae  a  mess  of  things,  hsven*t  I? 

Undarwood 

You've  made  a  mess  of  your  life  hut  you've  had  some  measure 
of  happiness  —  at  least , you  married  the  womaa  you  love  — 
drunken  heast  as  you  are  —  I  envy  you  —  the  woman  I  wanted 
married  someone  else-— d,,,  her. 

Hftward 

(DrQ7^sj.:^y, )        Say,  old  man,  I  didn't  come  here  to  hear  hard 
luck  —  Game  to  tell  one— If  you  can't  he  cheerful— don't  say 
anything-- - 

(Bus,  very  drowsy— his  head  nods tfilfipTimnft 

rings —  hus.  Underwood  answers  it,) 

■DUderv/ood 

Who? 

(His  face  ligrhts  up  —  pause,) 
Yes,  I'm  in  — 

( Pause ^) 
I'll  come  down  —  Ho — hello tell  her  to   come  up—' 

j Pause. ) 
Yes-- 

(Bus  .  hangs  up  receiver.) 
Jeffries— Jeffries  — 

(Looks  at  Howard  closely  —  sees  that  he  is 

asleep.)  ~~  " 

Wake  up  —  wake  up  you- -confound  you--wkke  up, 

(Shakes  him. ) 

Howard 

Sure  — 

(Sleepily.) 

Porter,  will  you  kindly  make  up  my  herth? 

(Underwood-hus,  ruhs  his  eyes,  TTnnfiilr  <^t _door- 

Underwood  looks  closiely  at  Howard sees  that  he 

is  asleep — that  it  is  hopeless  to  try  and  awaken 
him — pulla  a  screen  around. pofa  that  he  cannot 
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he  seen,  then  goes  to  D.  L,  and  opens  it. 
Enter  Hrs>  Howard  Jeffttes^  Sr,) 

Underwood 

You've  come  —  this  is  the  answer  to  my  letter » 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

The  answer   should  be  a  horsewhip  —  how  dare  you  write  me 
such  a  letter  — 

(Bus,   with  letter.) 
What  do  you  expect  to  gain  hy  this  threat? 

Underwood 
Sit  down,  Alicia. 

Mrs   J 
Don't  oall  me  "by  that  name — 

Ltaderwood 

You've  forbidden  me  everything  —  to  lo?^e  you  —  to  &peak:  to 
you  —  even  to  thinkinof  you,  ?/hen  you  broke  your  engagement 
with  mo  and  married   old  Howard  Jeffries  to  gratify  your  social 

ambition— you you  didn't  destroy  w:^^  love — youncan't  destroy 

it. 

Mrs  J 

I  broke  my  engagement  with  you  because  I  found  that  you  were 
deceiving  me — that, you  had  dedelved  others — Oh  we  need  not 
go  into  that-— I  ask  jrou  again--what  do  you  expect  to  gain 

by  threatening  to  take  your  own  life  unless  I continue  to 

be  your  friend  --  v;hat  do  you  mean  "by   your  friend — How  can  I 
bo  the  friend  of  a  mfxa.   like  you?   You  know  what  your  friend- 
ship for  a  woman  means...  You  are  as  incapable  of  dis- 
interested friendship  as  you  are  of  common  honesty. 

Underwood 

Alicia,  for  the  sake  of  old  memories — 

!^s  J 

There  stre  no  old  memories — not  one — you  have  humiliated  me 
by  compelling  me  to  come  to  you  and  ask  you  to  promise  me 
not  to  — not  to  carry  out  your  threat.   Will  :ou  promise  mo 
not  to  —  to 

Underwood 

I 1  won't  promise  anything 


Mrs  J 

But  you  must  —  you  imist  ^Ive  me  your  word  not  to  do  tMs 
awful  thing. 

Underwood 

Ho  — 

(Shakes  his  head.) 

Mrs   J 
You  won't  —  you  won't  promise  me  — 

ITnder\Trood 
If  my  life  hcis  no  interest  for  you--why  should  you  care? 

Mrs  J 

But  — 

(Bus,  with  letter,) 
you  accuse  me  of  "being  the  cause  —  of  driving  you  to  your 
death  —  I — who  have  laeon  your  friend  in  spite  of  your  dis- 
honesty— "Oh,  it's  despicable — ungrateful — and  ahove  all, 
it's  untrue  — 

Underwood 
My  love  for  you  is  my  excuse, 

Mrs  J 
If  you  had  loved  me  you  would  have  spared  me  this  indignity. 

Underwood 
Why  did  you  come  here? 

Mrs  J 

I  was  afraid  you  meant  what  you  said- -the  shame  of  heing 
associated  with  a  man  who — who — took  his  own  lifd — Oh — 
it's  horrihlo — 

Underwood 

that's  it — you'ro  afaraid  that   some  scandal  may  attach  itself 
to   the  namo   of  the  exclusive  Ilrs,   Howard   Jeffries,  Senior. 

Mrs   J 

You  know  how  Mr,  Jeffries  has  suffered  through  the  wretdhed 
marriage  of  his  only  son — with  the  daughter  of  a  saloon-keep- 
er. You  know  how  deeply  we  "both  feel  this  disgrace — and  yet 
you  v/ould  add — 
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irnde2rv70od 

Why  should  I  consider  your  hushand's  feelings?     He  didn't 
consider  mine  when  he  married  you — Alicia  --   I'm  desperate — 
I'm  hemmed   in  on  all   sides  "by  creditors — you  know  what  your 
friendship — your  patronage  means?     If  you  drop  me  now  your 
friends  will  follow--they*re  a  lot  of  sheep  led  "by  you-- 

Mrs   J 

That  Is  precisely  why  I  protect  them  —  they  are  my  firiends — 
they  trust  me — you  have  horrowed  their  money —  stolen  from 
them — and  my  friendship  for  jou  has  given  you  the  opportunity- 
hut  now  that  I  have  found  you  out,  and  I  refuse  to  sacrifice 
my  friends —  mysolf-respect — ray  sense  of  decency — youtake 
this  means  of  compelling  me  —  well,  you've  failed---!  will 
not  sanction  your  rohhing  m^  friends.  I  will  not  allow  you 
to  sell  them  any  more  of  your  high  priced  ruhhlsh — hr   permit 
you  to  cheat  them  at  cards. 

Underwood 

Thon   I  — 

(Bus.) 
Aiicia  —  if  you  desert  me  now  you'll  he  sorxy  till  the  day 
of  your  ieath. 

Mrs  J 

You  me "02^11 '11 you'll  kill  yourself? 

(JJnderwQod  looks  at  her  hut  does  not  renly^) 
Answer  me  J 


Underwood 


I  mean  — 


(Pajise— he   su^^-ests   that  he  mfiR-na  to  kill 
himself.)  ' 


Just  what   I  said  in  that  letter  

Mrs  J 

(Looking  at  him  in  silence,     ghen. )        I  don't  heliove  it — your 
oh;]ect  is  to  frighten  mo  —  well,   I  should  ha^e  Imown  from  the 

first you  have  no  more  idea  of  takiig   your  own  life  than  I 

have.      I  might  have  spared  myself  the  humiliation  of  this 
meeting  -- 

(Pause. ) 

Under?/ 00  d 
Is  that  all  you  have  to  say? 

Mrs  J 
All  —  except  this  _ — le.t  it  he  thoroughly  under sto old  that 
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your  presence  at  Mr;l,   Jeffries  house  is  uiideBira'ble--and  if 
we  should  meet  you  at  the  house  of  any  of  my  friends,   I  shall 
explain  my  attitude. 

(Underwood  Lows  fl-nguifiaoflnfte ,   Rhfi  ti^r-na  as 

if  to   go.    then  pauses,) 
Uon't  you  tell  me  that  you  didnlft  mean  what  you  said  in  your 
letter? 

Underwood 

I'll  tell  ^ou  nothing — 

Mrs  J 

I  don*t  helieve  that  a  man  who  is  cov/ard  enough  to  write  a 
letter  like  this  jias  the  courage  to  carry  out  his   threat- 
I  should  have  thrown  it  in  the  waste  "basket.     G-ood-night, 

Uiiderwood 

(Mechanic ally ^ )  Good-night. 

(Egits  Mrs.  Jeffries  P.  L.     IDhe  door  hangs, 
Underv7ood  loo^ks  around  hoioelessly  —   sighs 
dee-ply — a'oos  up  stage  slowly  as  if  in  deep 
thought — -presses  "button — liis,hts  out.     Moon- 
light  in  through  windows.     Red  glow  of  fire 
on  sleepinjp-:  ttp^uTe  of  Howard   Jeffries  he)?hind 
screen.       Underv/ood  locks  door  L.  wallas  off  R. 
Slowly  niQgfia  dnor  R.  Pause.     Pistol  shot 
he  fir  d  off  "R,   then  the  falling  of  a  hOL^y-ls., 

heard then  the   curtain  falls   slowly  and 

remains  down  for  twenty  seconds,) 

m-p  OP   SOBIE    I  —   AGT   I, 

SCEEB  g—  As  lights  go  up.   discovered   Fowavrl    JfiffrlPR^ 

'  Clinton,   Qnpt^itn  of  poljoe.   T)etective  Sergeant 

Maloney.     Police   officer  up   stogfi  at  T).Ti., 
Howard    is  boing  intfirrogatfid  hy  Haptain   nUnton 
and    is   now  quite  soher.      He   is  pale   and  fright- 
ened,     ghe    :  osition  of  the  furniture  is  slight- 
ly changed. 


Captain  Clinton 
You  did  it  and  you  know  you  did-- 

Howard 
Ho 1— 

Capt  C 

Well  we  know  you  did- — eh— 

(Bus.  ■  with  Maloney) 
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IChese  persistent  denials  are  useless tlie  evidence  is  here— 

Eov/ard 

I  — 

( Shakes  his  head^elplessly «  ) 
I'd  sbi^  so  upset — -good  God!       What's  the  '.ise  of  questioning 
me  and   questioning  me?        I  know  nothins--of  this-- 

Capt  C 

Why  did  you  come  here? 

Ko77ard 

I  told  you ^we're  old  friends 1  came       to  horrow  money — 

He  owed  ir.e  a  few  dollars  when  we  ?^ere   at  college  together- 
eld  I  tried  to  get   it  -   I've  told  you  so  many  tine  s— and  you 
w^n't  heileve  --hour  after  hour— hour  a^ter  ^our—- question 
Iftor  question— I  can't  thiDk  anymore  — ^^'^'i^^^.^^^f^e 
let  me  Vo— my  wife  will  oe  waiting  up— and---why  it  must  he 
morni^  °-   I'm  tired  out  — tirod  out-I  want  to  go  home  and- 
my  head  achos 

Capt  C 

How  much  did  you  try  to  horrow? 

Howard 

learly  a  thousaad  —  two  thousand- -I  forget  --  I  think  one 
thousand.  I've  told  you  so  many  times 

Capt  C 

Did  he  say  he'd  lend  you  the  money? 

Howard 
So     —  he  —  he— couldn't — he poor  chap,  he 

Capt  C 

He  refused— that  lead  to  words  —  there  was  a  quErrel— and 
you  shot  him  -- 

Howard 

Ho no— there  was  no  quarrel— no  words— no— I   swear  there 

wasn't  — 
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Capt  C 


He  was  foimd  on  the  floor  dead  —  in  that  room  — fiyou  wore 
trying  to  get  out  of  tlie  house  —  without  "being  seen  — 
you  pretended  you*  "been  drinking'  — - 

Howard 

I  fell  asleep  on  that  sofa  when  I  woke  up it  waS  dark — 

and — I  went  out.  I  wanted  to  r^et  home — we  needed  money-- 
I  T/anted  to  tell  her  I  couldnH  get  it — she  v;as  going  out 
to  work  tho  first  thing  in  the  morjilng  and  I  don't  want 

her  to won't  you  "believe  me?    '"on't  you  helieve  me? 

I'm  tolling  you  the  God's  truth*   On  my  Y^ord  of  honor  I 
am — 

(Bus — Capl^-  looTrr?  ^+-   f^9^^qc^^1T"  ^"h*^  mll^".' 

Howard  "brenJrff  rJown,) 

They  won't  helieve  me  --  they  won't  "believe  me they  won't 

"believe  me . 

Oapt  C 

Tho  motive  is  clear  —  he  came  for  money was  refused — 

there  was  a  quarrel  and  he  did  the  trick-— Howard  Jeffrie s- 
you  shot  Ro"bert  Underwood  and  you  shot  him  with  this 
pistol  — 

(Holds  up  T)istol — light  sMnes  on  it  so  that 
it  attracts  the  eye  —  Howard  Igoks  at  it-~ 
his  eyes  are  rlvetted  on  it  until  his  face 
assumes  a  vacant  stare.   Scientifically  this 
a^coomplishes  the  act  of  hypnotism  and  he 
comes  under  the  influence  of  the  will  direct- 
ing his  will  —  he  is  now  completely  receptive) 
You  committed  this  crime,  Howard  Jeffries  — 

(Howard  Jeffries  gazes  at  htm  with  a  ffc:ed 
eiK-prossion. ) 
It's  ao  clear  as  daylight — oh  Maloncy? 

(To  Maloney. ) 
(Looks  at  Boward.) 
You  did  it,  Jeffries — come  own  up — let's  have  the  truth — 

you  shot  Rohert  Underwood with  this  revolver- — you 

did  it  and  you  can't  deny  it  and  you  know  youncan't  deny 
it — speak-- 

Howard 

(As  if  repeating  a  lesson.)   I  did  it, 

Capt  0 

(Signals  detective  Haloney  to  take  notes.  Maloney  goes 

"back  of  Howard — call&  up  policeman  to  hear.) 
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You  shot  Eouert  UnderY/ood  — 

(Pause.) 
Oo  on out  with  it, 

Howard 
f Repeat O^      I  shot  Hohert  Underwood, 

Ga^t  0 
You  quarreled  — 

B[oward 
17e  quarreled. 

Kapt  C 
You  came  here  for  money  

Hov/ard 
I  CEime  here   for  money. 

Captain  C 
He  refused  —   to  give  it  to  you? 

Howarci 
He  refused   to  give   it   to  me. 

Capt  0 
There  was  a  quarrel   ? 

Howard 
lEhere  was  a   quErrdl, 

Oapt  0 
You  followed  him  into  that  room  — 

H07/ard 
Followod  him  into  that  room  -^ 

Capt  C 
And  shot  him  -- 

Howard 
And/ shot  him  — 
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(Enter  Dr.   B ernsteia.) 

Pr  B 

Well  --  I there  isn't  miicli  smoke — must  have  "been  prettjl 

close  range. 

Oapt  C 

It's  all  right,  doctor  —we've  got  him  to  rights  - 

( To  Ho?7ard . ) 
That's  all 

(Bus — Howard Mnks   into   chair  —   his  hdad. 

drops   as  if  he  were  falling;  asleeTTTT 

(Oapt.  Olinton.  "bus — looks  at  watch.) 
By  Grum,  it's  taken  five  hours  to  get  it  out  of  him  — 

fBus — -detective  mills  ivn  blind   showing 

red  p;low  of  simrise.) 

(To   officer  J 
Is  his  7/lfe  still  downstairs? 

(Bus — officer  nods^ ) 
You  can  let  her  come  in — she  may  know  something  - 

(Bus--officel7  goes   out  D,  L.) 

Iir  B 

Hot  at  all  Tsure ,  Captain  Olinton,   that  Undervzood   did  not 
do  this  himself  — 

Oapt  0 

Well  I  am  —  this  man  has   just  confessed  - 

(Bnter  Annie  Jeffries  —  she  is  anxioug 
and  frightened  —  she  sees  her  hushand- 
and  looks   anxiously  fet  him.T 

Officer 

Sit  there  till  you're  Wc?nted,  please  — 

(Bus  —  jlnnie   Fjits  up  stage — listens 
intently  'watches  closely 7) 

Dr  B 

Confessed,  eh? 


(Looks    closely   ?t   TTnw«.-rd — af>ea    thnt   "Ha _is- 

asle  ep . ) 


Cajjt  C 

Gonfossed  —  in  the  presence   of  three  witnesses — -eh. 
Sergeant? 

(To  officer.) 
You  heard  him  too,   did  you  Delanoy? 
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Officer 
Yes,  Captain  - 

Capt  0 
It  took  us  five  Jiours  to  get  him  to  own  up  -- 

Dr  E 

Five  hours  —   yes  —   that»s  your  method.   Captain  - 
,  (Looks    at   TT07/ard~>ahfl.TrfiP!  Trts   Tiaaj^  _ ) 

I  don  t  approve  of  these  all  ni^^ht  examinations   (ana  third 
degree  mental  torture  processes)  w^en  a  man  is  nervous 
and  frightened  his  hrain  gets  so^-ibenumhed  at  the   eM  of 
tTTo  or  three  hours  questioning  on  the   same  sutjeet  that 
heCs  liable  to  say  anything  or  even  helieve  anything — 
of  course  you  knoT7,   or  you  ought  to  know.  Captain— that 
after  a  certain  time   the  Law  of  Suggestion  commences  to 
operate  and  -- 

Capt  C 

(Jo  Detective.)   The  Law  of  Suggestion. 

(Laughs. ) 
You  know  doctor,  them  theories  may  make  a  hit  with  college 
students  anrl  amateur  professors,  but  they  don't  go  with 
us— You  can't  make  a  man  Kay  yes,  when  he  wants  to  say  no. 

Pr  B 

Hou  can  make  him  say  anything-  or  beDieve  anything  or  do 
anything  if  he  is  unable  to  resist  your  v/ill, 

Capt  C 

(Laiaghs. )        Ah — what's  the   use?       V/e've  got  him  all  rig|r*- 
(I  tell  you.  Doctor)   no  newspaper  can  tell  me  that  my  precinct 
ain't  cleaned  \ii>  --  my  record  is  a  hundred  convictions 
to   one  acquittal  —   I   catch    'em  with  the  goods  when  I  go 
aftgr   *em  — 

Dr  B 

I  know  your  reputation.  Captain;— 

CaptmC 

I'm  after  results— none  of  them  Psyche  theories  for 
mino — 

( To_Of  fie  er^ ) 

Did  you   'phone   fo  his  father? 
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Offlcsr 
He*^   on  his  7/ay  dovm.  Captain, 

Capt  0 

ail  right.     Hey  Jeffries- -wake  up' 

(Shakes  lilm.) 
Cone  on  — stand  up, 

(Bus. ) 
EracG  up  now take  him  over  to   the   station-- 

(A^jge  to  Detective   Sergreant  Ifeloney,) 
Writoir^out  the  confession  and  get  him  to  sigirt  sign  It — 
hefore  hrea3ifast,     1*11  "bo  right  over. 

(Bus — officer  and  dotectlve   fix  his  collar 

fnd  tie,   :out  his  hat   on^   etc.,   bus-* — Doctor 
re-pares  to  .g-o . ) 
Is  there  an  officer  in  there? 

Dr  B 

Yes  —  he'll  stay  till  the   coroner  comes I  suipose — 

;7ell,   I'll  malce  out  my  report.       (Jood-day. 
(aslt  D,   L.l 

Annie 
(Stands  up,)       Howard — may  I   speak  to  him,   sir? 

Capt  G 
;Eot   just  now,  please   — 

Howard 

(Acts  as   if  dazed    )     Annie  —   I something  has  h^ippened- 

Unclerwood — I  don't  ^ulte  l-mow  -- 

Capt  C 

Get  him  over  to  the  station — 

(!I?o  Annie.) 

You  can  sec  him  ovor  there  later  on/     Mrs,    Jeffries,   I'd 

like  to  as  you  a  few  questions, 

(Bus--they  take  HcMard  off.      Annie  says 
nothing,  hut  shows  her  mental  an.gulsh. 
Exit  officer— Howard   and    Detectivn  -n.T...) 

Mrs,    Jeffries,  did  you  ever  hear  your  hushand  threats 

Robert  Underwood? 

Annie 
You've  no  right  to   ask  we  that   question — 
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Capt  C 

You  may  Iielp  the  authorities  to  —  to  -- 

Airnie 

To  oonvlct  mj  husband  —  thank  you— -I  understanfl  my 
position.  ^^ 

Capt  C 

You  can't  do  him  very  much  harm.  He  confessed  to  the 
shooting. 

^hnie 
I  don't  hslieve  it  — 

Capt  0 

Of  GoursG  not didn't   expect  you  to— 

(Loolrs  at  her. ) 
Did  you  Ijiow  Mr.   Underwood? 

Annie 
Yes— he  IntvodTioed  me  to  my  hushand. 

Capt  C 
^ere? 

Annie 
ITew  Saven,  Connecticut, 

Capt  2 

Up  at  the  college,  eh?   Yes  I  rememher  the  affair— I  sent 
a  man  to  Hew  Eavcn  to  look  4p,your  record  for  his  folks. 

Ajmie 
V/oll,  you  found  nothing  against  me — did  you? 

Capt  C 
How  lon^  have  you  known  Hr.  Underwood? 

Annie 

I  met  him  once  or  twice  up  in  Hew  Haven  hut  I've  never 
seen  him  since  my  marriage  to  llr,  Jeffries. 


20, 

Capt  S 

Your  husband  and  he  were  not  very  good  friends  after 
your  marriage,  eh? 

Azxaie 

Hot  very  — 

(Sees  she  has  made  a  mistake « ) 

Capt  C 

Not  very  good   friends,    eh?  In  fact  your  hushand  didn't 

like  him,    did  he? 

Annie 

He  didn't  like  him  well  enough  to  run  after  him. 

(Enter  Detective  Maloney  D.  L.  Cartain 
Olinton  "beckons  to  him — whispers  to  him 
and  detective  nods  and  es:its  D.2j.) 


Capt  C 

T7as  your  husband  jealous  of  Underwood?, 

Jtnnie 

Jealous,'   What  right  have  you  to  ask  me  that?   ITo,  he  w^s 

not  Jealous there  v/as  never  any  reason.  I  refuse  in 

answer  any  more  questions, 

Capt  C 

How  you  can  help  him,  Ivlrs.  Jeffries — by  helping  us —  did 
you  call  here  last  night  to  see  Mr.  Underwood? 

.Annie 

no. 

Capt  C 
Sure? 

Annie 
positive. 


El. 
Capt  C 

inhere  was  a  woman  called  to  see  him  last  night  —  and 

I  thought  perhaps — 

(Enter  Detective  Maloney  with  a  boy  about. 
18  in  the  livery  of  an  elevator  attendant- 
the  boy  looks  at  Annie — -pause.) 

Capt  C 

Well— - 

Boy 

(Shakes  his  head^)         Don't  think  so no  sir It's 

not  the  same  lady leastways  I no 

Capt  C 
Sure? 

Boy 
I think so 

Capt  C 
Do     you  remerfiDer  the  name  she  gave  yet? 

Boy 

Ho  sir,   I've  been  trying  to  think  of  it ever  since 

you  asked  me. 

Annie 

Well  if  you  have  no  further  use  for  me — I 1  think  I'll 

go— 

Capt  C 

Just  one  moment  ?Irs.     Jeffries  — 

Boy 

That's  it that's  it,   sir,  Jeffires that  was  the  name 

she  gave leastways  I  think  it  was, 

Annie 

I  was  never  here  before  in  my  life — 
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Boy 


(Looks  at  her^)        (Shakes  his  head,)       iJo»  she's  not  the 
one— -I  guess  I'm  mistaken  sir 

Capt  C 
Sure? 

Boy 
Yes,  sir--I I'H-sure, 

Capt  0 

That's  all  right.       We'll  find    out— 

(Boy  exits  followed  "by  detective  L-) 
It  will  "be  rother  a  pity  if  it  wasn't  you  who  called  on 
TJiider^/ood  last  night. 

Annie 

Indeed? 

Capt  C 

Yes a  woman  always  gets  the  jury  mixed  up 

(Lamhs . ) 
Hothin'   rouses  sympatfi^  for  the  accused  like  a  pretty 

face  —How  if  they  quarrelled  about  you your  hush  and 

would  stand  some  chance you 'a  better  tell  me  the 

truth  25rs.  Jeffries — and  I  can  advise  who  to  go  to — 

Annie 

Thanks I'm  goiiig  to  the  best  lawyer  I  can  get,  not  one 

of  those  court  room  politicians — -recommended  "by  a 
political  police  z±  captain.  I'm  going  to  Richard  Brew- 
star  —  he's  the  man — if  my  father  had  had  him  instead  of 
a  legal  shark  he'd  never  have  "been  railroaded  to  jail  ' 
and  he'd  "be  alive  to-day. 

Capt  C 

Oh,  Brewster's  a  constitution  lawyer one  of  those 

international  fellows  —  he  don't  Imow  anything 

Annie 

He's  Howard's  father's  lawyer  and  he's  the  one   I  want, 

(With  determination. ) 

Howard's  folks  have  got  to  come  to  the  rescue they've 

got  to  stand  by  him they've  got  to 

(i^er  Detective  Maloney  with  Howard 
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Jeffries.  Sr.     He  Is  fine,   aristocratic > 

fentle  lookliig  man — with  lirth  and  good 
reeding  marked  in  Gv^-ry  TnQvnmp>nt  ^    amnip,. 
instinctively  reoOCTilzes  him  as  the  father 
of  her  hushand  although  she  lia.f?  yiQvnr  mat 
him.  She  retires     up  stage.) 

Maloney 

Oaptalnm — this  is  Mr.  Howard  Jeffries .Senior,   I've  told 
him  the  facts  — 


Hov7  do  you  do,  sir? 


Capt  0 


Mb  Jeffries 


(Bus — in  a  dignified  m?^-r>-n<?-r ,  1   i  hear  that  my my 

son — has — 

(Pause) 
has  confessed  to  the the  shooting — 

Ca^t  C 

Yes  sir  —  it's  a  had  business  —  he  says  he  e  ame  here 
for  money  --  there  was  a  quarrel — presumahly  ah  out  money, 
hut  I  thinlc  it  was  over  a  woman  anyway  —  the  shooting 
took  place  after  — 

lUx   Jeffries 

Please  don't  tell  mo  the  ierrihle  details — 1  came  here 
hefpre  I  realized  that  I  should  not  have  come.   The 
suddenness  of  the  mess£ige  caught  me  unawares  —  the  young 
man  who  has  inherited  my  name  has  chosen  his  o\7n  path  in 
life  —  I  am  grieved  to  say  his  conduct  at  college  — 
^Is  marriage  has  completely  separated  him  from  his  family 
and--I  have  quite  made  up  my  mind  that  in  no  way  or  manner 
can  we  hecome  identified  with  any  steps  he  may  take  to 
escape  the  penalty  of  his  mad  act, 

Capt  (J 

Well,  you're  his  father  and  I  thought  I'd  let  you  know, 
sir, 

Mr  Jeffries 

Yes; -I  am  his  father  and  I  suppose  under  the  circumstances 

I  ought  to  feel  thankful  to  you,  and  I  do thank  you  very 

much hut — please  do  not  mention  the  fact  of  my  presence 

to  any  of  the  newspaper  men  dovmstairs — they  may  think  that 
I  am  palliating  or  condoning — his  otaiduct. 


24. 

(Annlelihas  been  listfl-ning  i-nt<a-nti;;r, 
She   Haa  made  uo  hcs-r  fai-nr!    tn   FtpAnV  tn 
her  fat  herein- law- — she  oomea  cio\7n 
stap;ej  " 

Annie 

!.!t.  Jeffries- — may  I speak — 

Mr  J 

I  "beg  your  pardon- — - 

(gurns  with  di^^lfled  attitude  towards 
her. ) 

I5ay  -I  —  speak  to  you? 

I!,!r  J 

(Hesitatingly. )   Certainlj'-  I er 1 

(Loolrs  at  Gapt.  Clinton  enquiringly.) 

Capt  C 

It's  the  young  woman  who, married  your  — 

Atole 

(Guts  him  short.)   Shanlr  you  —  I  prefer  my  first  intro- 
duotlon  to  my  father-in-law  shall  n6t  come  Srom   the  police* 
I  am  your  son's  wife  Mr,  Jeffries — 

Mr  J 

Madam  I  have  no  son  —  and  I  don't  recognize  — 

(Bus.  Gaut.  Clinton.) 
Please  don't  go  Captain  Clinton.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
to  this  young  woman  --  nothing  whatever — 

Annie 
But  I  want  tonispeak  to  you  slr-- 

!.Tr  J 
I  repeat  —  I  cannot  see  you-- 

Annie 
Mr,  Jeffries — please  don't  refuse  to  hear  me  —  please  - 

Mr  J 
I  do  not  think  there  Is  any  subject  whihh  can  "be  of  mutual 
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interest 


Annie 


Oh  yes  there  is  —  flesh  and  Dlood  is  of  mutual  interest 
and  your  son  is  yours  vrh other  you  cast  him  off  or  not-- 
youVe  got  to  hear  me  —  I'm  not  asking  anything  for 
myself  —  it's  for  him--your  son — he's  in  trouble — 

Mr  J 

Don't  goip  Captain  --if  this  young  woman  insists  on  my 
listening  to  her  v/hethernl  am  willing  gr  not  --  oomrnon 
aourtesy  demands  that  I  accede  to  her  request  —  tut  I 
prefer  the  presence  of  a  third  person. 

Annie 

I  only  want  to  ask  your  sir  —  not  to   desert  your  son  at 
a  moment  like  this — V7hate:5'er  he  may  have   done  to  deserve 
your  anger — don't — don't  deal  him  such  athlow  —  you  can't 
realize  what  it  means  at  a  critical  moment  like  this, 

(gries  to  Ret  him  awa.y  from  Capt.   Clinton, 
!7hen  Clinton  does  not  move  she  takes  Mr. 
Jeffries   down   stage   and   wTrl  spers   so   that 

the  Ca-ptain  cannot  ?^f^ar  hpr, He  then  has — 

"fche  decency  to   retire  up   stage. ) 
Even  if  you  only  pretend  to  "be  friendly  with  him  —  you 
don't  need  to  really  hs  friends  with  him,  l;ut  don't  you 
see  what  the  effect  will  he  if  you  —  his  father, 
puhlicly  refuses  his  support — everyhody  wdMI   say  the  \ 

boy  is  no  good  —  he   can't  he  any  good  or  his  father  \ 

wouldn't  go  hack  on  him  —  they'll  say — you  know  what 
the  y/orld  is  —   it  v/ill  condemn  him  because  you  condemn 
him— they  won't  even  give  him  a  hearing — Oh  don't,  for 
C'Od's  sake — don't  go  back  or)  him  nov;  — 

Et  J 

Of  course  you  realize  that  you,  atove  all  others,  are 
responsible  for  his  present  position. 

Annie 

(Amazed.)   Responsible — wella-all  right I'm  responsibler 

then  punish  me— but  don't  get  back  at  him 

Mr  J  .      Y 

I  could  have  forgiven  him  everjrfchlng everything  but--  ^ 

(Hesitates.) 

Annie 

Bit  me 1  inow  it--don*t  you  suppose  I  feel  it  too — and 
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don't  you  suppose  it  hurts  — 

Itc  J 

Forgive  me  for  spealdLng  plainly  —  "but  his  marriage  with 
such  a  V70msn  as  you  has  ma-de   it  impossihle  to  even  consider 
the   question  of  reconciliation. 

Annie 

Such  a  v/oman   as  me?        That's  pretty  plain hut  you'll 

have  to  speak  even  more  plainly — wkat  do  you  mean  when 

you  say  such  a  woman  as  me what  have   I„done? 

..(Pause  —  ho  does  not  speak.) 
I  worked   in  a  factory  v/hen  I  v/as  nine  years  old  ,   and  I  've 
earned  my  living  ever  since  I  was  waiting  tatle  in  a 

restaurant  when  I  met  your  son hut  there's  nothing  against 

me— nothing  disgraceful  I  mean,  I  know  I'm  not  educated-- 
I'm  not  a  lady  in  your  sense  of  the  word — hut  I've  ied^^a 
decent  life,   3]here  ain't  a  hreath  of  scandal  against 

me not  a  hreath,  hut — never  mind  me — I'^m  not  asking 

for  anything,  what  are  you  going  to  do  for  him?  He  mait 

have  the  hest  lawyer  that  money  will  huy not  one  of 

those  har-room  orators,     llr.  Bref^stGr--your  lawyer  is  the 
man— Howard  spoke  of  him  onee-- 

Mr  J 

I  repeat  —  my  son's  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  a  man 
who  died  in  prison  — 

Annie 

That  was  hard  luck nothing  hut  hard  luck — you'rg  not 

gding  to  make  me  responsihle  for  that,  are  y^.  u?  Why,  I 

was  only  eight  years  oldwhen  that  happened coulff  I  have 

prevented  it v.'ell  hlame  it  on  me  if  you  want  to-- 

hut  don't  hold  it  up  against  Howard — he  didn't  knov/  it- 
when  he  married  me — he  never  would  have  laiovmf.   it  hut 
for  the  detectives  onployed  hy  you  to  dig  up  my  family 
history — and  the  newspaper  did  the  rest God  I  They  print- 
ed it  An  scare  headlines Hov/ard  Jeffries,  Jr.,  marries 

the  daughter  of  Billy  Howard,  laie  saloon-keeper  who, died 
in  convict  stripes — that  made  fine  nev/s  for  the  puhlic- 
tut  it  finished  my^  career — killed  my  chances — 

Mr  J 

(To  himsolf  in  horror.)   !Phe  daughter  of  a  convict — 
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A2mie 

He  was  a  good  man  at  that.       But.^e  Refused  to  pay  police 
iDlackmall  and  he  was  railroaded  to  PJ^^^^^f^J.^^^Sf ,^ 
friend  who'd  committed  a  crime.     Captain  Gllhton  there 
will  tell  you  about   it  -  he  Imows  how  it  was  done  hecause 
he  helped  to  do  it  -  hut  i^-  it's  forgotten  now— 

Mr  J 

Forgottenl 

Annie 

If  my  father's  shingle  had  "been  up  in  Wall  Street,   and  he'd 
made  fifty  rotten  millions  --  you'd  forget  it  next  morning 
and  you'd  send  yotsr  motors  to  meet  me  and  take  me  to  your 
house  in  royal  state  and  welcomed  me  when  I  got  there — hut 
he  was  unfortunate — unfortunate — won't  you  heliave  that, 

Mr,   Jeffries why  Billy  Howard's  hand  was  always  in  his 

pocket.       He'd  give  away  the  last   dollar  he  had  to   a  friend, 

I  wish  to  GrOd  he  was  alive  now iRsnanzlizkB  wouldn't  have 

to  make  this  fight  alone 1  v/ouldn't  have  to  ask  you  to 

help  us. 

(Oapt.  Clinton  bus,  enter  Detective  Maloney 

who  calls  him.  Exit  B.  L.) 

You  don't  seem  to  understand  that  m^   son's  actions  have 
completely  cut  him  off  from  his  family  —  it's  as  if  he  were 
dead  - 

Annie 

I  know — I  know  but — it  seems  so  hard.   He's  such  a  good 
boy  at  heart,  !'r.  Jeffries,  and  he's  been  so  good  to  me — 
he's  educated  me  quite  a  bit  since  he  married  me — Ah,  if  you 
only  knew  how  hard  he's  tried  to  work--I'm  sure  yot3.'d 

change  your  o^^fi^ion  of  him lately  of  course  he  drank  a 

little  because  he  was  disappointed  in  not  getting  anything 

to  do,  but  he  tried  so  hard walked  the  streets  night  and 

day — once  he  even  took  a  position  on  the  elevated  road,  but 
he  caughtcold — and  had  to  give  it  up  —  even  then  he  wouldnt 
let  me  work — me — who's  earned  my  own  living  ever  since  I  was 
so  high — that  shov/s  a  good  beart,  doecn't  it?   You  know, 
he's  only  a  boy that '^11  he  is a  boy — 

Mr  J 


Ji^li: 
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Mt  J 

And  youtook  advantage  of  the   fact  and  married  him  — 

Annie 

Yes  —  I  3mow  it — -I  did  wrong — I  own  up — I  did  wrong  — 
hut  I — I — I  love  him  Mr.  Jeffries — helieve  me  or  not- -I 

love  him,  it's  mj   only  excuse he  was  going  the  pace 

when  I  first  met  him  and  I  thought  I  couBkd  take  care, of 
him — ho  needed  someone  and — he's  too  easily  influenced  — 
his  mind  is  iiot  as  strong  as  it  should  he — he  told  me  some 
fellow  at  college  used  to  — 

(Pause.) 
will  him  to  do  things —  hypnotise  him,  that's  the  wprd; — 
make  liim  do  stunts  to  amuse  the  other  hoys  and  he's  never 
heen  the  same  since.  Well,  I — I  just  loved  him  "because 
I  felt  sorry  for  him,  I  v/as  stroiig  and  I  thought  I  could 
protect  him--l)ut  now  this  has  happened--and  I  can't  protect 

him.. it's  too  much  for  me 1  can't  fight  this  hattle 

suLone won't  you  help  me  I-dr.  Jeffries?   ?7oii't  you  help 

me? 

Mr  J 

(Panae, )   Will  you  consent  to  a  divorce  if  I  agree  to  help 
him? 

(Ehev  look  at  each  other.) 

Annie 

A  divorce  --  why  —  yes — if  it  will  he  any  help  to  him — 

(Firmly, ) 
Yes  —  anything, 

llr  J 

You  will  leave  ^his  country  and  go  abroad  and  live? 

Annie 

But  I  love  this  country  -  I  can  earn  my  living  here — and — 
I'd  like  to  live  here if  you  don't  mind  — 

Mr  J 

You  will  loave  America  --  and  you  v/ill  never  return — is  that 
understood? 

Annie 

Yes  sir-- 
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Mr  J 

You  will  receive  a  yesrlj  allowance  through  my  lawyer. 

Annie 

Thanks,   I  don't  need   any,        I'm  used   to   earning  my  own  allow** 
ance. 

ysr  J 

Shat's  as  you  please — you  will  not   see  hira  again — 

Annie 
Yes,   "but   I I'd  likd   to   see  him  once Just   once. 

Mr  J 

I  don't  want  the  papers  filled  with  sensational  articles 
^out  the  touching  interview  between  Hof/ard  Jeffries,  Junior 
and  his his  wife,  with  your  picture  on  the  front  page  — 

Annie 
Uot  even  to say  good-hye? 

Mr  J 
Uot  even  to  say  good-hye, 

Annie 

He'll  think:  I've  deserted  him well,   so  much  the  hotter — 

(Psp^e  —  hus.) 
And  now- -what  are~you~go ing  to  do  for  him? 

MrJ 

I  don't  know — I  shall  consider  the  matter  carefully-- 

Annie 

Yea— hut  I  want  to  know — I  want  to   consider  the  matter 
carefully  too. 

Ito  J 

You? 

Annie 
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Annie 


Yes,  sir  —  I'm  paying  for  it  to  some  extent— with  my — 

■witli  my all  I  Iicive — I  wroit  to  know — just  What  you're 

going  to  give  him  for  it? 

Mr  J 

( Things ^ )       I  shall  furnish  the  money  for  the  employment 

of  such  legal  talent,  as  may  "be  necessary hut  it  must  not 

fee  Imomi  —  I  cannot  allow  it  to  he  "known  that  I  am  support- 
ing him — 

Annie 

Must  not  he  known?     You  ma  an.  you  won't  stand  hy  Jiim you'll 

only  ;just  pay  for  the  lawyer? 

5;Ir  J 

That  is  all  I  can  promise  - 

Annie 

Why,  I — I  could  do   that  myself  if  I if  I  try  hard 

enough  -- 

Mr  J 

I  can  promise  nothing  more, 

Annie 

But  I  want  you  to  come  forward  and  publicly  declare  your 
he  lief  in  your  son's  innocence,     I  want  you  to  put  your 
arms  around  him  and   say  to  the  world — my  hoy  is  innocent — 
i  know  it — and  I'm  going  to  stand  hy  him.     And  you  won't 

do  that 

(Pause.) 


It  is  impossihaLel 


Mr  J 


Annie 


So  his  family  must  desert  him  and  his  v/ife  must  leave  him 
except  for  some   financially  interested  professional 
talfcers,   the  poor  hoy  must  stand  ahsolutely  alone  in  the 
world  and  face   a  trial  for  his  life — is  that  your  idea? 
Well,  it  isn't  mine,  Mr,   Jeffries — I  won't     consent  to   a 
divorce — I  won't  leave  America--and   I'll  see  him  just  as  o 
as  I   can.       As  for  his   defense,   I'll  find  someone — I'll  go 
to  Mr,  Brewster  myself  and  if  he  refuses — I'll  go  to  some- 
one else.     There  must  he  some  good  nohle  hearted  lawyer 


ft  en 


in  this  tig  city  who'll  take  up  his  case.     You  needn't 

trouble  yourself  any  more,  Mr.  Jeffries we  shan't  need 

your  help,     Thanl':  you  very  much  for  the  interview — it 
was  very  kind  of  you  to  listen  so  patiently--gcod-moming 
sir. 


Q  U  R   g  A  I  H. 


a 
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A  C   T      II. 

SCEITE :  Law  Office   of  Richard  Brewster, 

As  eurtain  rises  discovered  Pdchard  Brewster  ~ 

"a~fine  samole  of  o3--sc}iool  stateemn  ^lav77;er  - 
"of  tlie  Heniy  Clay  type*  He  is  talking  to  Jones 
law  clerk.  I)«  R» 


She's  here  sir  . . . 


What,  again? 


Jones 


Brewster 


Jones 


Yes,    sir, 

Brewster 

Well,   tell  her  she  must  go   .».  ISo   ...   don't  do  that    ..•  ITell 
her  I   can't  see  her  -  It's  no  use  her  waiting   ... 

Jones 

I  told  her  that,  sir  — 

Brewster 
Tell  her  I'm  going  over  a  case  with  a  client,  and  ... 

Jones 
I  told  her  that  yesterday  sir  ...  and  she  waited  three  hours. 

Brewstear 

Well  say  it  again  —  We  mustn't  allow  her  to  outdo  us  in  pat- 
ience ...  er  ...  he  as  pleasant  as  you  can  Mr.  Jones.  She  s  in 
a  very  painful  position  and  I  don't  want  to  hurt  her  feelings  - 
hut  she  mustn't  dog  my  footsteps  day  after  day  ...  she  really 
mustn't. 

Jones 

I  have  alreaa.y  montioned  that  sir,  and  she  said  that  you  were 
worth  all  the  trouble  she  might  take  to  get  you. 


Brewster 

Well  I'm  not   ...  You  can  mention  that  -  run  me  down.     Tell  her 
I*m  an  old   fool    ..   ITell  her  anything  you  like,  "but   for  God's 
sake   get   rid  of  her   • 

(Enter  Mrs.  Howard    Jeffries,    Sr.      Bus.      Brew- 
ster rises) 

Brewster 

Oh  -  How  do  you  do,  ^rs.    Jeffries  — 

(Bus.    Jones  -places  chair  for  her) 

Mrs.    Jeffries. 

Good  morning,  Mr.  Brewster  —  They  told  me  t o  come  in.  Is 
Mr,  Jeffries  here  - 

(Bus.  Jones  exit) 

Brewster 

Hot  yet  -  this  is  an  unexpected  x-^leasure.  I  think  it's  the 
first  time  you  have  ever  graced  my  office  with  your  presence. 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

How  quiet  it  is  here  —  I  can  scarcely  believe  I'm  in  the  heart 
of  the  husy,  crorded  city  - 

(Sits) 
These  are  dreadful  times.  Mr.  Jeffries  is  frightfully  upset, 

■^^rewster 

I  judged  so  from  his  telep|ione  message  -  last  night  -  What  has 
happened  now? 

Mrs.  Jeffries 
This  woman  is  going  on  t^e  stage  — 

Brewster 
Huml 

lirs.  Jeffries 

The  name  of  -'^rs.  Howard  Jeffries  —  my  name  —  paraded  hefore 
the  public  -  At  a  time  when  everything  should  he  done  to  keep 
it  out  of  the  papers  -  this  '"oman  is  going  to  flaunt  herself 
on  the  stage  -  What  is  she  like  —  When  I  asked  Mr.  Jeffries 
for  a  description  he  could  only  describe  her  as  impertinent 

and  impossible  Is  she  as  pretty  as  her  picture  in  the 

papers? 

(Business  -  Brewster) 
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You've  seen  her,    of  course. 

Brewster 

Seen  her  —  I've  seen  no  one  else  —  for  the  last  month.  She 
comes  every  day  -  regularly.  She  literally  compels  me  to  see 
her  and  refases  to  go  till  I've  told  her  I  can't  see  her  and 
that  I  haven't  changed  my  decision  ahout  taking  her  case  — — 
Frankly,  Mrs,  Jeffries,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  ilr. 
Jeffries  has  my  promise  that  I  villi   not  take  up  this  ease  -  I 
should  "be  teippted  to  -  to  —  consider  the  matter.  In  the  first 
place,  I  like  Howard  -  he  was  a  rild  boy,  "but  he  had  many 
Icvable  qualities,  and  in  the  next  place  she  she  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

She  has  aroused  your  sympathy. 

Brewster 

Ho  -  my  curiosity  She's  a  very  peculiar  girl  -  a  creature 

of  impulse  -  her  position  is  a  veiy  painful  one  —  married 
only  a  few  months  -  and  -  what  is  worse  than  all,  she  Relieves 
herself  to  he  in  some  measure  responsihle  for  his  misfortune  - 
"but  the  case  itself  interests  me  from  a  purely  professional 
point  of  view  -  I  mean  apart  from  its  personal  interest  -  in 
spite  of  Hcward's  con-fession,  I  can't  helieve  he  committed 
that  crime  — 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Neither  could  I  —  if  he  hadn't  confessed  -  Do  you  know  I'd 
like  to  do  something  for  this  girl.  Will  you  give  her  seme 
money,   if  I  

Brewster 

She  won't  take  it  I  tried  it   She  wants  me   to  defend 

her  husband   —   I   tried  to  bribe  her  to  go  to  some    other  law© 
yer  but  it  wouldn't  work  -   queer  isn't  it  —   she  has  a  notioiji 
that  I'm  the   only  one  who  can  successfully  defend  Howard.... 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

I  think  this  girl  ought  to  be  made  to  realize  how  unhappy  she 
is  making  us  4II  -  Mr.  Jeffries  suffers  terribly  -  I  can  hear 
him  pacing  up  and  down  the  library  till  three  or  four  in  the 
morning  -  Poor  man,  he  suffers  so  keenly  and  he  won't  let  any 
one  sympathize  with  him  --  he  won't  let  me  mention  his  son's 
name  -  I  feel  we  ought  to  do  something  —  try  and  persuade  him 
to  let  He  see  this  girl  and  —  and  —  you  are  his  friend  as 
well  as  his  legal  adviser. 

Brewster 
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Brewster 

^e  is  a  very  old  friend,  Mrs,   Jeffries •     I  can't  disregard 
his  wishes   entirely  — . 

(Enter  Jones  ushering  Ho7/ard  Jeffries,  Sr.,   D,   S.) 

Mr.   Jeffries 

(Bus,   to  Mr^,   Jeffries.     Bus  -  shake  hands  with  Brewster)     Brew- 
ster -  what  s  that  woman  doing  out   there  again  -  it's  not  the 
first  time   I*ve  met  her  in  this   office. 

Brewster 
Ho  -  and  I»m  afraid   it  won't  he  the  last. 

Mrs.    Jeffries 
Is  she   out   there  —  now  -  ? 

Mr.   Jeffries 
What  right  has   she  to  come  here?     What's  her  ohject? 

Brewster 
The  same  as  usual  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 
But  you  told  her  it  was  impossible. 

Brewster 

That  makes  no  difference  —  she  comes  just  the  same  *-  I've  sent 
her  away  a  dozen  times  —  What  am  I  to  do  if  she  insists  on 
coming?  We  can't  have  her  arrested.  She  doesn't  break  the 
furniture  or  beat  the  office  boy  —  she  simplysits  and  waits. 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Have  you  told  her  -  that   I   object  to  her  coming  here?  - 

Brewster 

I  have  ft  and  she  has  overrule?,  your  objection you  know  we 

oan't  use  force  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 
Moral  force  -  yes  - 

Brewster 
What  do  you  mean  by  moral  force? 
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Mr*  «^effer302i 


I  -  I  -  moral  force  is  moral  force  —  per  —  per  -  persuasion  - 
I  —  I  —  Good  Sod  -  I*m  prostrated  - 
(.Sits) 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Perhaps  if  I  —  eee  her. 

Mr.   Jeffries 

iTot  for  worlds  —  I  can*t  suhmit  you  to  —  to  -  contact  with 
this  impossible  creature. 

Brewster 

Oh,   cone —   she's  not  as  had  as  all  that. 

Mrs*    Jeffries 

I'm  sure  she  isn't  -  she  must  he  amenahle  to  reason  - 

(Sighs  deeply) 

Mr,    Jeffries 

Reason  —  ho«  can  you  expect  reason  from  a  woman  who  -  hounds 
us  —  dogs   out  footsteps  -  tries  to  compel  us  to  -  to  take  her 
up  — 

Brewster 

I  think  you  do  her  an  injustice,   Mr.    Jeffries   —   She   comes  every 
day  in  the  hope   that  your  feelings  towards  her  hushand  have 
changed  and  also  to  give  color  to  the   general  helief  that  his 
father's   lav/yers  are  championing  his  euase.     She  was  "honest  e- 
nough  to  tell  me   so.     You  know  her  movements  are  pretty  well 
desorihed  by  the   papers  and   she  talres  good  careto  make   them 
think  she   comes  here  to  discuss  her  liushand's  defense  with  me, 

(liSTigha) 
She's  a  pretty  bright  girl  -. 

Mr.    Jeffries 

Her  movements  are  not  described  by  the  papers  that  I  read  -  if 
they  were  I  should  refuse  to  read  them  -  well  -  what  can  we  do 
—  this  woman  is  going  on  th^  stage  to  be  exhibited  all  over  the 
country  and  she  proposes  to  use  the  family  name, 

Brewster 

The re 8s  nothing  to  prevent  her  — 
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Mr,  Jeffries 

Inhere  just  "be   -  Good  God'.  -  i^rewster,  surely  you  can  obtain  an 
injunction  restraining  her  from  using  the  family  name  - 

Brewster 
The  family  name  is  her  nana  nov;  - 

Aar,  Jeffries 
You  must  do  something  -  What  do  you  advise  -? 

Brewster 
I  advise  patience  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Mrs.  Jeffries  advised  that  I  advised  it  myself  -  anyone 

can  advise  patience  -  "but  that's  not  doing  anything  - 

(Bang  on  table) 
I  want  something  done  

Bre77ster 

Hush don't  lose  your  temper.      I'll  do  what   I  can,   but  there 

is  nothing  to  be  done  -  on  the  lines  that  you  are  working  -  all 
I  can  do  is  to  remain  loyal  to  you  though  it  goes  against  the 
grain  for  me  to  keep  my  hands  off  this  case.   I  feel  that  you 
are  wrong  to  — 

Mr.  Jeffries 

I'm  right  -  I'm  right  -  ^rewster  -  I'm  right  -  and  you  know  it, 
but  you  won't  admit  it, 

Brewster 

Well,    I   won't  argue  the   matter  with  you  -  you  refuse  to  be  ad- 
vised by  me  and  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 
What  i_s  your  advice? 

Brewster 
You  know  what  my  feelinri'S  are. 

Mr*    Jeffries 

And  you  know  what  mine  are  -   I  refuse  to  be  engulfed  in  this 
wave  of  hysterical  sympathy  with  criminals  -  I  will  not  be 


stamped  with  the  same  hall  mark  as  |he  man  v?ho  tsies  the  life 
of  his  fellow  "betng  -  though  that  man  is  my  son  -  I  will  not 
set  the  seal  of  approval  on  crime  -"&y  defending  it. 

Brewster 

Then  sir,  you  must  expect  exactly  what  is  happening  -  this  girl- 
whatever  she  may  he  -  is  devoted  to  your  son  and  she'll  go  to 
any  extreme  to  help  him  -  even  to  selling  her  name  for  ..money 
to  pay  for  his  defense  -  sell  her  name  -  why  she'd  sell  her 
soul  if  she  could  get  a  decent  price  for  it. 

Mr.  Jeffries 

it's  a  matter  of  principle  with  me.  Her  devotion  is  not  the 
quest i on *  Devotion  -  psh  -  the  sentimentality  of  the  case 
doesn't  appeal  to  me  • —  my  instructions  are  for  you  to  get  rid 
of  her  at  any  price. 

Brewster 

Except  the  price  she  asks  - 

( Shakes  head) 
You'll  find  thaf"  devotion  is  a  very  strong  motive  power,  Mr. 
Jeffries  and  it  will  move  in  spite  of  the  harriers  we   erect 
to  stay  its  progress  -.that  may  sound  like  a  platitude  hut  it's 
never  the  less,  a  fact/ 

Mr.  Jeffries 

I  will  not  endorse  a  self-confessed  criminal  Please  let 

that  be   final  - 

(Pause) 
And  -  you  can  do  nothing  to  restraid  her  - 

Brewster 

Hothing  - 

( Pause  -  Bus ) 
You  Qon't  douht  ray  loyalty,  do  you? 


No  -  no  -  Brewster  - 


Mr.  Jeffries 


Brewster 


Bight  or  wrong  -  my  country  -  that  ±2   my  client  'tis  of  thee  - 
that's  the  painful  part  of  the  lawyer's  profession  Mrs.  Jeff- 
ries -  the  -  client's  weakness  itf  the  lawyers  strength  -  when 
men  hate  each  other  and  rob  each  other  we  lawyers  don't  pacify 
them  -  we  dare  not  -  we  encourage  them  -  we  pit,'  them  against 
•ach  other  for  profit  -  if  we  didn't  -  they'd  go  to  some  lawyer 


who  did  -  when  a  man  wants  to  do  the  wrozig  thing  -  he's  always 
willing  to  pay  a  good  price  to  the  man  who  advises  him  to  do  it, 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Yes  -  I'm  afraid  we  all  lore  to  be  advised  to  do  what  we  want 
to  do  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

That  may  apply  to  the  great  gene 3^1 ity  of  people  -  hut  not  to 
me  - 

Brewster 

Certainly  not.  Jeffries  ... 

I'r.  Jeffries 

( Prepares  to  go)      Drop  in  and  see  me  this  evening.  .  Mrs.   Jeff- 
ries will  he   delighted  if  you'll  come   to  dinner  I'm  sure. 

^rs.    Jeffries 

Tea  —  indeed  - 

MLt,   Jeffries 

Well,   good-hye  - 

( ( Bus ) 


You  are  sure  a  ver/  li"beral   offer  won't  induce  her  to  drop 
the  name? 

trus.   •»  ^reTTSter  sha^ies  his  head) 
iiuzn  -  v?e'll  see  what  you  eahdo.     Are  you  coning,   dearY 

rs .   Je -fries 

wait   fome  downstairc.     i    just  want   to  speak  a  word  to  -i^r. 
i3re77ster. 

Mp.   Jeffries 

Very  well  — 

Brewster 

This  door  - 

(Goes  to  D.  L.   g..   opens  it) 

Mr.    Jeffries 

If  there  are  &.riy  new  developments  let  me  know  at  once  - 

(Exit  J).   L.  F.l 

Mrs.    Jeffries 


^'•"^rs-  Jeffries 

I  ^ust  see  that  woman,  Mr.  Brewster.  I  think  I  can  persuade 
her  to  change  hor  course  of  action  -  in  any  ease  -  I  must  see 
her  -  I  must  — 

( Look  at  him) 
Tou  don't  think  it  unadvisahle  do  jgm   — 

■^rewster 

I  think  I'd  better  see  her  first.  Suppose  you  come  hack  in 
half  an  hour  ~  can  you?  — 

Mrs .  Je  ff ries 
Yes  — 

Brewster 
^ery  7;ell,  I'll  -  prepare  her  -  5!hat  is,  1*11  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

5)hank  you^  Mr,   Brewster  -  you* re  so  kind.   -  it  needs  a  lot    of 
patience  to  he  a  lawyer,   doesn't  it? 

Brewster 

It  Heeds  almost  everything  except  conscience  -  In  ahout  half 

an  hour  then  -  Good  morning  - 

( Busoness  -  Mrs.  Jeffries  exits  D>  L.  g«  Brew- 
ster thinks  deeT)ly  -  walks  mechanieallv  to  desk 
rings  hell,  pause,  enter  Jpnes,  D.  B»  Pause j   , 
Brewster  still  thinks) 

Jones 

YeSj  sir. 

Brewster 

Eh  -  Oh  -  yes.   Tell  Mrs.  Howard  Jeffries,  Junior,  I  wish  to 
see  her. 

Jones 
(Surprised)  The  -  yotmg  — 

Brewster 
Yes. 

Jones 
Yes  sir  — 
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(Brewster  Brakes  his  head,  as  if  lie  didn't  3giow 
what  to  do  ■-  looks  »t^;  y».  waits  for  lie r  to 
enter>     After  a  pausegi  enter  Annie,     biie  is 
oUviously  stirprisedj  '■    '■  ' 


Brewster 


(Annie  coniea  do?7n  stage) 


Gome   in  - 

Sit   do?m  - 

(Annie   sits  -  Brewster  looks  at  her  -  pause) 
Mrs»    Jeffries,    I   • —  upon  my  ?/o^d  I   -   for  the   firsT~tlra§"in  my 
entire  logal  experience,   i  don  t  ^ite  know  what  to  say  - 

(Business) 
How  long  do  you  intend  to  keep     up  this     system  of  -   of  war- 
fare -  Ho-.7  long  are  you  going  to  continue  to  force  your  way  in- 
to thj)s   office? 

Annie 

I  didn't   force  my  way  in  —   I   didn't   expect  to  come   in  —  Mr. 
Jones  said  you  wanted  to  see  me. 


Brewster 


Yes  — 


(j?au3e  »  looks  at  her) 
I  want  to  tell  you   for  the    fiftieth  time  -  I  can  do  nothing 
for  you  - 

Annie 

Fifty  —  is  it  fifty  times  —  you've  toldme  —     it  doesn't 
seem  that  Eiany  - 

Brewster 
For  the   last  time  —  I  can  do  nothing  for  you  — 

Annie    ' 
Hot  the   last   time,  Mr,  Brewster,     I   shall  come  again  to-morrow 

Brewster 


You  will  - 


Yes,    sir  — 


You're   detei^iiined. 


Annie 


Brewster 


Annie 


0  ■  iiLi.a 
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Yes,    sir  - 


Amiie 


i^rewster 


But  I   can't  permit   this  to  go   on  -   I   represent  my  client,   Mr; 
Hov7ard   Jeffries,    Senior  -  and  lie  won't  Consent  to  my  taking 
up  yoiir  husband's  case  - 

ilnnl  e 
Can't  yOTi   do  it  without  his   consent? 

Brewster 
I  suppose  I  can,  but  I  won't. 

Annie 


Well  -  you  ought  to  — 


Indeed I 


.Brewster 


Annie 


It*g  your  duty  to  do  it  -  your  duty  to  his  son  and  to  me  - 
to  ^r.    Jeffries  himself  -  why  he's   so   eaten  up  with  family 
pride  thr:t  he   can't  see   the  difference  between  right  and 
wrong  -  you're  his  lawyer  -   it's  your  duty  to  put  him  right   f 
-  Let  me  tell  you  It's  downright  wicked  of  you  to  refuse  -  Y^ 
You're  hurting  Howard.     ITiy,   '^^hen  I  was  hunting  around   for  a 
lawyer,    one   of  them  actually  refused  to  take  up  the   case  be- 
cause he   said   old  -Brewster  must  think  Howard  was  guilty  or 
he'd  have  taken  it  up  hi.uself  -  you  and  his   father  are  put- 
ting the  whole  w^orld  agaii^t  him  and  you  don't  kn07/  it. 


But   I   do  know. 


Then  why  doyou  do  it? 


Brewster 


Annie 


Brewster 


I  - 

I         (lon-plussad) 
that  6  not  the  question  -  - 


IS 

Annie 

It's  ray  question  —  and  as  you  say  I've  asked  it    fifty  times, 
and  I'll  ask  it   fifty  times  more    ...   1*11  ask  until  you  ans- 
wer it . 

Brewster 

You  re  going  on  the  stage? 

Annie 

I  shouldn't  "be  at  all  surprised   ...   I've  liad  a  very  "bi^  of- 
fer. 

Brewster 

Well»  I'll  give  you  twice  as  much  if  you  refuse  it  - 

Annie 

You  mean  my    ■   ther-in-law  will  give  it.     You  know  it's  no 
use  you're  asking  me  tanconeGde  anything  unless  you  agree  to 
defend  Howard. 

Brewster 
I  can' t  - 

Annie 
Then  neither  can  I  - 

Brewster 
You're  determined  to  have  me  - 

Annie 


Yes 


Brewster 


How  you're  nearly  as   olDstinate  as  your  fatherflin-law, 

CEasI 
Did  you  kn07/  I   don't  argoie  criminal  oases  - 

Annie 

.That's  just  it  -  my  ^ushand  is  not  a  criminal  -  he  is  inno- 
ieent,  I  don't  want  a  lawyer  who  is  always  defending  crim- 
inals -  I  want  one  who  defends  a  man  because  he  isn't  a 
criminal. 
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Brewster 

But  there  are  other  law^^ers. 

Annie 

There's   only  one  Mr.  Brewster  -  and  he*s  the  greatest  lawyer 
in  the   world  -  and  he's  going  to  help  us  -  he   s  going  to  save 
Howard's   life  — 

Brewster 

You  3lwa3'-s  say  that  -  upon  my  word,  I  shall  "begin  to  believe 
it  soon. 

Annie 
And  I  shall  say  it  again  -  and  again  -  every  time  I  see  you  - 

Srewster 
And  how  often  do  you  intend  that  shall  he  - 

Annie 

Every  day  I  shall  say  it  and  think  it  until  until  

it  comes   true. 

Brev/ster 

You  mean  you  intend  to  keep  at  me  until  I   give  way  -  through 
sheer  exhaustion  - 

Annie 

i'hat's   it  exactly. 

Brewster 

(Angrily)   Young  woman  —  you  —  you  — 

^TTflirilifttfiSil) 
You  know —  ycu*ve  got  me  in  a  corner  and  you'3r&  going  to  keep 
me  there  ~  I  can  see  that    ...  you   ••• 

(Stop.     ThfiTi  hfilBlfifiPTy) 
Damn  it. 

Annie 

I  quite  agree  with  you  ...  hut  what  else  can  I  do  ... 

Brewster 

JjfiaghsJ     I  don't  know. 

(  Loajig ,   at  hoi\  admiringly) 
yojt  —  you're  a  pretty  hrave  girl. 


^r^t*i-Tkir*S/St&uei-'  ~ 


gswfeeu^l,-  '  I't'ifciiiwcrijiJHJii  j.,j«r^i"rJi 


Annie 

lo,    I*m  not  -  I'm  an  awful  coward  —  "but  I'm  fighting  for 
him  -Howard  Jeffries   lifte  ^  me  up  when  I  was  way  dovm  in  the 
world  -  he   gave  me  his  name  —  he  gave_a©  all  he  had  —  he 
tried  to  make  me  a  "better  woman  -  and   I'm  grateful  —  grate- 
ful —  why  even  a  dog  has  gratitude  -  even  a  dog  will  lick 
the  hand  that   feeds  him  -  F,hy  should  I  hesitate  to   express 
my  gratitude-  that's  all  I'm  doing  -     just  paying  him  feack 
-  a  hit   of  the   deht   I   owe  hin;  -  and  Vxa  going  to  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  "bring  his   father  arcu:id  to  m^  way  of  thinking. 
I've  got  you  already  - 

Brewster 
Bot  me?  -  already  -  VJhat  do  you  mean  "by  that? 

Annie 
^h-y  you'd  say  yes  -  in  a  minute   if  it  wasn't   for  old   Jeffries- 

Brewster 
^ou  think  so  - 

Annie 
I'm  sure   of  it  —  you're  afraid   of  him. 

Brewster 

Afraid   of  hini? 

( LauglxaJ 

Annie 

T'ainH  so  funny  as  it  sounds  —  you're  afraid   of  opposing 
him  — -  I'm  afraid   of  him  myself  - 

Brewster 

Then  why  do  you  oppose  him  in  everything? 

Annie 

That's  the  only  way  I  can  get  his  attention  -  why,  when  he  met 
me  out  there  to-day  he  actually  looked  at  me  -  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life  he  recognized  that  he  has  a  daughter-in-law 
he  looked  at  me  -  and  I'm  ntt  sure,  hut  I  think  he  wanted  to 
how  to  me  -  he's  kinder  heginning  to  sit  up  and  take  notice. 

^rewster 

And  you  think  I'm  afraid  of  him  - 

(Annoyed) 
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Aimie 

I'm  sure   of  It  -  you  liied  dj  iius'band  -  and  you'd   just  love 
to  rush  in  and   fi^i?.t   for  liin  -  his   father  thinks  he   ic,  guilty 
and  well  -  you  don*t  like  to  disotey  him  -  it's  very  natural  - 
he*s  an  influential  man  -   is   a  personal  friend   of  the   -resi- 
dent and  all  that   -  you  know  on  which  cide  your  hread  is  hutteiw 
ed  and  -   oh,   it's  very  natura-l  -  you're  looking   out    for  your 
own  interests  and  — . 

Brewster 

(Hettled)     Circumstances  are  against  Howard  -  your  father  jud- 

?es  him  guilty  from  his   own  confession  -  it*s  the  conclusion 
'm  compelled  to  come   to  myself  -  now  -  how  do  you  propose  to 
change  that  conclusion  - 

Annie 
Don't  kave  to  change  it  —  you  don't  helieve  Howard  guilty  - 

Brewster 
I     don't  I 

Annie 

lot  at  the  "bottari  of  your  heart  -  you  knew  Howard  when  he  was 
a  boy  -  and  -  you  know  ho  is  as   incapable   of  that   crime  asnyou 
are  - 

^rewster 

Mrs.  Jeffries  -  how  do  you  Imow  your  husband  didn't  kill 
Eobert  Underwood  -? 

Annie 
I  know  it, 

Brewster 
Yes  -  but  how  do  you  know  it? 

Annie 

I  know  there's  a  God  -  but  1  can't  tell  you  how  I  know  it  - 
I  just  know  it  -  that's  all  -  Re  didn't  do  it  -  -^  know  he  did- 
n't, 

Brewster 

"kb.   -  that's  a  very  fair  sample  of  feminine  logic  - 

Annie 
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InrA  0 

ri'lict's  the  use  of  logic.  Wlien  yoii  knoTr  a  thing,  you  Inioy?  it, 
and  it  makes  yon  h&ppy, 

Brewster 

Feminine  deduction  — -  think  a  thing  —  helieve  it  -  and  then 
you  knoo?  it  -  it  makes  you  happy. 2 •  Well,  the  system  has  it's 
advantages. 

Haren  t  you  any  relatives  to  whora  you  can  go? 

Annie 

Ho  -  my  father  died  in  —  up  at in  Sing  Sing  —  and  the 

rest  are  not   worth  - 

Brewster 

I  know I   got  Billy  Howard's   faraily  history  for  ^'^r.    Jeff- 
ries after  your  marriage   -   it's   filed  away  among  the   family 
archives. 

Annie 

It'o  a  wonder  it  don't  'bam  'er.  up  —  my  folks  were  not  a 
very  brilliant  lot  -  "but  my  father  iras  all  right  at  heart, 
^r.  Brewster  -  blood  was  thicker  than  water  with  him  -  He  d 
never  have  gone  back  on  his  own  flesh  and  blood  as  Howai^'s 
father  has  done, 

(BrflWRtip.r  tftfii.kn  at.  hf?r  fittftflfilly  witTiOTt  npfia3^~ 

ing.      She   oatehes  his  eve  -  looks  at  him. 
AiPtflr    ^i7ltfi   ft  paTiPie   he    shaknfl  h1,R   he«.d ) 

Brewster 

It'vS  too  bad.   -   I'm  aorry   for  you,    really  I   - 

( Knme.  laT7ghB) 
Yfhy  do  you  laugh? 

Annie 

What's  the  use   of  eiying  -  Hal     It's  almost  a   joke  -  you're 
sorry  -  ijy  father-in-law  is  Lu-irry  -  and   I   suppose  n^r  mot  he  r- 
in-^aw  is  shedding  tears   for  me   too  -  you're  all   sorry  -  and 
you  re  all  wearing  crope   for  us   -  but  why  don't  some   of  you 
do  something? 

Well  -  you  sent   for  me!     T'hat  do  you  want  to  see  me  about 
Mr.  Brewster? 
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I  want  to  tell  you  yoii  mastn' t  come  h?re  again. 

Annie 
(Hods)  Anything  else? 

Brewster 
Ho  -  of  courae,  you  will  bo  amply  oompensated. 

Annie 

Of  course  -  Oh,  well  - 
(Sighs) 
This  is  not  my  luelsy  day. 

They  wou3.dn  t  let  me  :f.n  to  the  prison  to  see  Howard  to-dgcy  - 
Cai^tain  Clinton  doesn  t  like  me   -  ^e   has  always  tried  to  jsre- 
vent  my  seeing  toward  -  but  I'll  see  him  to-morrow  -  How  is  it 
that  nan  has  so  much  pull  -  so  much  political  iniCluenee.  How 
is  it  he  is  so  rich  —  wlij/-  hefs  a  "bigger  man  in  A.lhany  than  he 
is  here...  They  do  say  he  collects  more  money  eSround  election 
time  than  any  man  in  iJew  York.  -  hut.  Captain  or  no  Captain,  - 
millionaire  or  no  millionaire  -  he  can  make  up  his  mind  that 
I^m  going  to  see  toward  to-morrow. 

Brewster 

'^oor  girl  -  you* re  having  a  hard  time,   aren't  you? 

Annie 

lings  have  heen  "better  -  Howard  and  I  were  very  happy  when 
we  first  - 

(Chokes  UP  -  forces  a  laugh) 
here  1  must  keep  off  that  subject  — 
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Brewster 

Tiy  do  you  laugh? 

Annie 

Well,  -  if  I  don't  laugh  -  I'll  ciy  -  and  as  I  don't  want  to 
cry  -  why  -  I  Just  lau<;h.  It's  =  ot  to  he  one  or  the  other  - 
see  - 

(Jiaughs ) 
l^ell,   I   guess   I'll  £0  hom?^   -  home   —   that's  the  worst  part   of 
it  -  home  -  well  -  you  haye  younr  own  troubles  -  I'll  see  you' 
to-morrow  iir.  Brewster  -  ^'erhaps  you'll  have  better  news  for  ^ 


-  ■■^r.Ha.-iv^au'^— 
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Brewster 

Sit  down  a  mciuen't  -  i  want  to  aak  you  a  question  -  how  do  vou 
account   for  Howard's  confeoGing  to  the   shooting  - 

Annie 

I  don  t  account  for  it.  He  says  he  don't  remomher  confessing, 
end  I' don  t  believe  he  did  confess. 

irewster 
But  thH»ee  witnesses  - 

Annie 
"^es  -   Policemen  - 

Brewster 
^xat  makes  no  difference  —  he  made  a  confession  and  signed  - 

Annie 

Ag?-inst  his  will  -  I  mean  -  he  didn't  kno??  what  he  was  doing, 
at  the  time*  I've  haS  a  talk  with  the  physician  who  was  called 
in,  Dr.  Benistsin  -  he  says  tha.t  ^-aptain  Clinton  uses  hypnotic 
influence  -  that  he  can  compel  people  to  say  what  he  wants 
them  to  say  -  well  -  Howard  is  -  he's  what  they  call  a  suhjeet 
-  they  told  him  he  did  it  tillhe  helleved  he  did. 

CLooks  at  Brewster  -  he  is  taiir,;ing  a  table  apimy- 

entlv  paving  no  attention) 
Oh,  well  

Sorry  ■''  don  t  interest  3^ou  - 


Brewster 


(grtLSwely)    sit  stiii  - 


jijj o^T ~ "^ ^ -^^  1 1.7.  jfot  changing  his  position^ 
Who  told  you  he  was  oct? 

Amiie 

Dr.  Bernstein  —  and  he  told  me  so  himself.  A  friend  of  his  at 
college  used  xo  make  him  cut  all  sorts  of  capers  - 

■^rewster 
A  friend  at  college?  Do  you  remember  Ms  name? 

Annie 
Howard  knows  it  - 


-•.■ns^-^'r^-^-^ 
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Brewster 

I'd  lil:e   to  see  Dr,  Bernstein.  T\. 

i^  V 

Annie 

I  have  Ms  address  ft 

Brewster 

^rite   it  dovyn  tliere  - 

i^^^Xm^s  -   ghe  writer] 
So  you  think  I'm  afraid  of  ISrl  Jeffries,   do  you? 

Annie 

Oh,  no,  not  -  really  afraid  -   just  

scared  -  I   didn't  mean  afraid  -  I  meant   

Brewster 

Oh,  yes,  you  did,  and  I  want  ^ou  to  understand  I'm  not 
afraid  of  any  living  man  -  as  to  allowing  my  personal  in- 
terests to  interfere  swith  my  duty  — 

Annie 
Oh,  I  dldn  t  say  that,  div>  I  - 

Brewster 
^ou  said  I  knew  on  v^hich  side  my  tread  was  "buttered  - 

Anni  e 
Did  I? 

Brewster 

You   say  a  groat  many  tlings  Mrs.  Jeffries  -  of  course  I 
realize  how  deeply  you  feel,  and  I  make  excuses  for  you  - 
"but  I'm  aot  afraid  -  please  understand  that  —  afraid  — 

Annie 

Of  course  not  —   if  you  were  you  v/'ouldn't  even  see  me   -  let 
alone  talk  to  me  -  and  -  and   - 

(Business  -  poi^"ts__to_jpaper) 

■^rawster 

And  what  — 
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Annl  G 

And  -  and  -  take  the  names  end  addresses  of  witnessss  for  th fe 
dsfense  -  and  -  thluj..  up  hov?  you're  going  to  help  Howard  -  and 
-  and  all  that  - 

Brewster 

(j[tg_Qkg  ^t  J^y  ai^d  T.q.i,i^^;'hR)   So  you  think  I'm  going  to  help  Howardf 

(Annie  noda) 
You  take  too  much  for  granted. 

Annie 

Yotl're  not  afraid  to  help  him  -  I  kno?/  that  -  you  just  said 

so, 

Brewster  ^. 

And  you* re  quite  right  —  I'm  not  afraid  —  Vm  going  to  tak^^ 
up  tho  case    -  ' 

Annie 

Oh,  ^r*   Brewster  — 

Brewetsr 

Sow  don  t  pretend  tc  be   surprised  -  you  kne??  I  would*     You  knew 
it  when  you  came   In  at  that  door  -  my  clerks  knew  it  -  every- 
body knew  tut  me  —  And  please   donH  thank  me    ,   I  h^ite  to  "be 
thanked  for  doing  v7hat  I  want  to  do  -  and  if  I   didn  t  wa-nt 
to  do  it  -  I   wouldn't  - 

Annie 
I'd  like  to  say,   thank  you  - 

Brewster 
Well,  please   don't. 

Annie 
^y  I   say  you're  the   dearebt  -  kindest  - 

Brewster 
So  - 

Annie 
i^ost  generous  -  noljle  hearted  -  d oarage ous  - 


&■. 


'J.»i' 
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Brewster 
(Hf^rMTR   oT>  tPl>Te)     !.Irs.   Jeffries  - 

Annie 

Oh  -  Oh  -  how  I'd  love  to  have  a  good  cry  - 

(llQ  herself  -  saving  "I  knew  he  wasn't  afraid. 

T  knftw  hft  wasn^t  afraiAi     Helhel"She  danoes 

aroimd  laughs  cries.) 
Howard  —  Howard  ^~ 

(Enter  Jones.  D.  E>  with  card  -  he  gives  same 

tn  Erftwntajd 

i^rewster 

Hr,  Jones  -  get  a  stenograiohio  report  of  the  case  of  the  People 
against  Howard  Jeffries,  Junior  -  get  the  coroner's  inquest  - 
the  grand  ^r.ry  indictment  -  and  get  a  copy  of  the  Jeffries' 
confession  -  get  everything  -  right  away  - 

Jones 

^es,  str  -  do  we  -  do  we 

^rewster 

You  laiow  well  enough  we  do  - 

Jones 

Yes,  sir  - 

(Looks  at  Annie  and  smiles) 

Brewster 

(Sfifls  this)  Ask  her  to  come  in  - 

(Business  -  Jones  exit) 
You  see,  he  knew  you  were  going  to  heat  me  at  ray  own  game. 

Annie 
Mr.  Brewster  -  May  ^    just  say  —  "bless  your  dear  old  heart? 

Brewster 
LCross )   Certainly  not  - 

Annie 

(w-ip-iTig  ftway  ft  tftftr)     Very  well  —  I  won't  —  hut  I'm  thinking 
it  just  the  same  — 


iltibaaMMffM 


a— aMMS-i>*""i— "-^ ' 


U,- 
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Brewster 
Uow  I  want  you  to  be  exceedingly  nice  to  this  lady  - 

Annie 
I'ady? 

Hrewster 
Mrs*  Howard  Jeffries,  Senior  - 

Annie 
2;!y  mother-in-law  -  Oh  good  Lord  I 

Brewster 

She  wants  to  see  you  -  Uow  please  remember  she  is  actuated 
hy  a  genuine  desire  to  he   of  some  service  to  you  - 

Annie 

P'r'aps  so  -  "but  the  door  was  slammed  in  my  face  vi/hen  I 
called  to  see  her  - 

Brewster 

SShe  probably  knew  notliing  about   it  -  inany  case,  please  re- 
member she   is  :ny  client  - 

Annie  » 

( Obediently)     Yes,    sir  —   1*11  remember  - 
( Enter  %3 ,«_J.e f f ries^  Sr > ) 

Brewster 

Mrs*  Jeffries  may  I  present  —  --rs.  Ii07;ard  Jeffries,  Junior, 

(Business  -  they  b^lT  -  Azinie  is  slightly  em- 
barrasaed.  Mrs.  J9fyries  self  possessed! 
-ause  -  there  is  a  distinct  pause  -  a  veiry  urm 
pleasant  silence) 

Brewster 

I  told  .'rs.  Howard  you  v7ishedL  to  speak  to  her. 


I  think  perhaps  I  — -  I'll  leave  you  together  —  pardon  me  - 

(Bowa  ~  ft^it  -P 
(BusI 


ave  y 
Business  -  Annie    folds  her  arms  and  waits 


obviously  expecting  an  unpleasant  time  of  It  - 
prepared  to  right  I:" 


■f  neoeBsaryj 


Mrs.   Jeffries 

Vrt-n 


^^-^— -"■-     -*--l-^-,->y-- 


Sbrs.    Jeffries 

You  may  thiiik  it   rather  stara-nge  that  I  liave  asked  for  this  — 
interview  —  but  —  Annie   - —  you  don't  mind  my  calling  you 
Annie  -  do  you? 

Annie 

I  don't  see  why  ^  shoul-^: it*s  ray  name  and  -  we're  relatives 

-  "by  marriage  -  relatives  —  it  seems  ^unny,  don't  it  -  "but 
we  don't  pick  out  our  relations  -  and  we  must  take  'em  as  they 
come 

Mrs.  Jeff ties 

CTryinp:  to  be  concilatory)  As  we  are  —  *hat  we  are  Annie  - 
iet  us  tiy  and  make  the  best  of  it 

Annie 

Make   the   best   of  it  —   God  knows  I'm  willing  -  but   I've  had 
mighty  little   encouragement,  -'^rs.    Jeffries   -  when  I  called 
to  see  you  to  beg  you  to  use  your  influence  with  i^r.   Jeffries 
to  help  us  -  not  at  home  was  handed  to  me  by  a  liveried  foot- 
man and  -  the  door  was  slammed  in  my  face  -  ten  minutes  lat»r 
you  walked  out  to  your  carriage  and  was  driven  away. 

Mrs-   Jeffries 

I  knew  nothing  of  this  -  please  believe  me  — 

Annie 

It's  what  I  got  just  the  same  -  but  I'm  not  complaining  under- 
stand —  I'm  not  complaining^-,  only  I  did  think  that  at  such  a 
tine  one  woman  might  have  held  out  a  helping  hand  -  to  aiiother 

Mars/  Jeffries 

How  could  I  -  now  be  reasonable  -  you  are  held  responsible  for 
Howard's  present  position  

^.nnie 

Yes  —  by  the  Police  —  and  by  a  couple  of  yellow  journals  - 
1  didn't  think  you'd  Relieve  all  tho  gossip  and  scandal  that's 

been  printed  about  me   I   didn't  believe  what  was   said  about 

you, 

Jeffries 

What  do  you  mean?  What  was  said  about  me  

Annie 
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Annie 

Well  -  it  lies  "been  said  that  you  married  old  Jeffries  for 
his  money  and  his  social  position  

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Old  Jeffries  —  have  you  no  respect  for  your  hushand*  s  fathear^ 

Annie 

Kot  a  particle  -  and  I  never  will  have  till  he  acts  ^ike  & 
father  —  I  only  had  one  interview  with  hizn  and  it  finished  hii# 
with  me  for  all  time  —  he  ain't  a  father  —  lie's  a  fish  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 
(In  horror)  A  fish? 

Annie 
With  icicles  on  the  side  — 

Mrs*  Jeffries 
But  surely  you  respect  his  position  -  his  

Annie 

Uo,  ma'am  —  I  respect  a  man  hecause  he  behaves  like  a  man  — 
not  hecause  -  he  lives  in  a  marble  pd.laee  on  Fifth  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

But  surely  you  realize  that  when  you  tosjss.  married  Howard  you  - 
to  say  the  least  -  you  mafte  a  mistake, 

Annie 

Yes  —  that  part  of  it  has  "been  made  pretty  plain  —  it  was  a 

mistake his  mistake  —  my  mistake  —  hut  now  it's  done  a-nd 

it  can't  he  undone.  I  don't  see  why  you  can't  take  it  as  it^;  is 
and  -  and  — 

(Stops) 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

And  welcome  you  -  into  into  our  — 

Annie 

Welcome  me  me  --  no,  ma'am  -  I'm  not  welcome  —  and  nothing 

you  or  your  set  c  ould  say  mauld  ever  make  me  believe  that  I  was 
welcome  —  all  I  ask  Is  that  Howard's  father  do  his  duty  by  his 
son. 


qi;. 
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Mrs. Jeffries 

i  clo  not   think  —  pardon  Hiy  saying  so  —   that  you  are  quite 
in  a  position  to -judge   of  what  constitutes  Ilr.   Jeffries*    dutyf' 
to  his  8on  - 

Annie 

Perhaps  not  —  I  only  know  7/hat  I  -ould  do  —  what  my  father 
V70uld  have  done  -  what  anyone  would  do  if  they  had  a  spark  of 
humanity  in  them  -  hut  they  do  say  that  three  generations  of 
society  life  and  red  blood  turns  into  hlue  — 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Howard  acknowledged  his  guilt  -  any  sacrifices  we  may  make  wiH^ 
he  thrown  away. 

Amiie 

Well,   what  are  we  to   do  —  stop  eYery  effort  to  save  him  be- 
cause things  look  a  hit  black  for  him  -  ha  -   I  wasn't  brought 
up  that  way  -  no,  ma'am  -  I'm  going  tc   make  a  fight  - 

Mrs*   Jeffries 
It's  useless. 

Annie 
Mr.  Brewster  doesn't  think  so  - 

^xa,   Jeffries 
You  mean  that  ^r,  Brewster  has  encouraged  you  to  —  to  — 

Anni  e 

He's  done  more  than  encouraged  me,   God  bless  hira,  he's  goingto 
take  up  the  case  - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Without  consulting  Mr.  Jeffries? 

(Business  shows  much  agitation) 

Annie 

He's  consulted  his   ovm  feelings  -  he  believes  in  HoBard  —  and 
he*s  going  to  defend  him  - 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

(Anxiously)  Ihe  papers  say  theire  wcs  a  quarrel  about  you  -  tha 
you  and  i^r.  Undei-wood  were  too  -  too  friendly  -  they  implied 
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that  Howard  was  jealous  -  is  this  true? 

Anni  e 

It's  all  talk  -  scandal  -  lies  -  not  a  word  of  truth  in 
it  —  Howard  never  had  a  jealous  thought  of  me  —  and  as  for 
me  -  7/hy  -  I  v;orshipped  the  ground  he  walked  on  -  didn't  he 
sacrifice  everything  for  me  -  didn't  he  give  you  and  his  father 
upup  -  didn't  he  marry  me  -  didn't  he  try  to  educate  and  make 
a  lady  of  me  and  bring  me  up  to  his  level  -  ¥1;^   God  -  do  you 
suppose  I'd  give  a  man  like  that  cause  for  jealousy  —  what  do 
they  think  I  am  -what  do  the  papers  care  —  they  print  things 
that  cut  into  a  woman's  heart  without  giving  it  a  thought  -  with- 
out Imowing  or  caring  whether  it's  true  or  not  -  as  long  as  it 
interests  and  amuses  their  readers  -  You  -  you  don't  helieve 
I'm  the  cause  of  his  misfortunes  —  do  you? 

^irs.  Jeffa?ies 

JIo  —  I  don*t Annie  —  "believe, me,  1  don*t  —  you  were 

right  when  you  said  that  at  such  a  time  as  this  one  woman  should 
stand  hy  another  —  and  I'm  going  to  stand  by  you  —  let  me 
be  your  friend  -  let  me  help  you 

(_  Holds  out  her  hand) 
Will  you-? 

Annie 

(Takes  her  hand  -   she  is  much  affected)      It's  the    first  kind 

word I've  had  frcm  his  side   ofthe  family  and  I  — 

(Looks  at  %s.   Jeffries) 
It's  a  queer  thing,     rs.   Jeffries  -  and  it  keeps  coming  into  my 
minci  —  but  —  Howard  told  me  that  while  he  was  at  Underwood's 
that  night  he  thought  he  heard  your  voice  -  it  must  have  been 
B  dream,    of  course  —  but  he   t^tnaght  he  was  awake  -  your  voice  - 
That's   queer,   isn't  it?  -  Wliat  s  the  matter? 

-"^rs.    Jeffries 

nothing  -  nothing. 

Annie 

LLooks  at  her  avmpatlieticallv )     I  haven't   said  anything  —  any- 
thing —  wrong  have  I if  I  have,   I'm  sorry  -  awful  sorry  - 

I'm  afraid  —   I  —   I've  been  very  rude  -  and  You've  been  so 
kind.   - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Ho.     You've  said  nothing,   done  nothing  —  you've  had  a  great 
deal  to  bear  -  Annie  —  a  great  deal  to  bear  — 

( Business  -  takes  Ann4«'s  hand) 
'^e   1  me   —  what  do  they  say  about  the  woman  who  went  to  see 
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Robert  Underwood  the  night  of  the  — -  the  tragedy  - 

Ann  •'  e 

The  Police  can't  find  her  —  "but  —  Mr,  Brewster  will  - 
Captain  Clinton  accused  me  of  "being  the  lady  —  he  doesnH 
like  me  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Supposing  she  is  found  -  what  can  she  prove?  What  difference 
will  it  make  - 

Annie 

If  she   didn't  shoot  Hohert  Underwood  -   she  prohahly  knows  who 
did  «- 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

How  can  she  know  -  Howard  confessed  that  he  did  it  himself  - 
he  confessed  it  -  or  no  one  would  have  "believed  it  possible  - 

Anni  e 
We  -  don't  believe  it,  and  we  never  did  ... 

Mrs.  Jeffries 
Then  why  did  he  confess  - 

Annie 

He  never  confessed  —  Mrs*   Jeffries  —  he  nerer  confessed  - 
if  he   did  —  he  didn't  know  it  —     They   forced  it   out   of  him 
when  he   didn't  know  what  he  was   saying. 

Mrs»    Jeffries 

lousiness)  Annie,  did  he  tell  you  that? 

Annie 

Yes.  Dr.  Bernstein  says  they  forced  it  out  of  his  tired 
brain.   I  made  Howard  go  over  every  second  of  his  life  that 
night  from  the  time  he  left  me  to  the  moment  he  was  arrested 
there  wasn't  a  harsh  word  between  them  -  what's  the  matter-^ 
you* re  as  pale  as  death  -  you  — 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Annie  —  w"  at  am  I  to  do  —  what  am  I  to  do  —  I  believed 
Howard  guilty  as  his  father  did  -  I  -  it  was  natural  -  his 
own  confession  -  his  own  confession  -  eveiy  one  believed 
it  —  I  -  I  had  no  reason  to  dotibt  it  —  underwood  must  have 
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kept  his  word  -  and  shot  himself  - 

Annie 
feept  his  —  word  -  and  —  shothimself, 

Mrs.    Jeffries 
Yes. 

Annie 

(Looks  at  her)       You  knew  Hobert  Underwood  —  you  —  Howard 
heard  yoiir  voice  —   talking  to  him  -   Oh,  Mrs.   Jeffries  —  you'i« 
not  —  you're  not  the  woman  who  visited  his  apartment  that  night 

Mrs .    Jeffries 
Yes  - 

Annie 
Why  didn  t  you  come   forward  -? 

Mrs.    Jeffries 
The   disgrace  — 

Annie 
Disgrace' 

Mrs,   Jeffries 

Can't  ycu  realize  what  it  means  to  he  associated  with  such  a 
crime  - 

Annie 

Disgrace,  what  is  disgrace  when  a  human  life  is  at  siake  ? 

Mrs,  Jeffries 

But  it  seemed  useless  -  a  useless  sacrifice  -  ±b   the  face  of 
his  confession  - 

Annie 

Yes  —  I  see  —  I  see  —  "but  it  must  he  done  now  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Yes  —   it  must  be   done  nov;  -   Oh,   if  I'd   only  have   done   it 
before  -  if  I'd   only  told  Hr.    Jeffries   the  v7hole   truth«     You 
speak   of  Hov;ard's  sufferings  —  if  he   didn't   do  it,  he  has 
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the  consciousness  of  iiis  own  innocence  ■but  X  -  the  constant 
fear  of  being  foimd  out  It   worse  than  any  hell  the  imagin- 
ation can  ccnijure  up  -  I  dreaded  it  —  1  dread  it  now  —  it 
means  disgrace  -  my   husband  must  'know  -   the  whol eWorld  must 
know  - 

Annie 

You  -  I  can  t  believe  it  -  even  now  —  the  missing  witness. 
weVe  all  been  hunting  for  -  how  did  it  happen  - 

^rs.  Jeffries 

Eohert  underwood  and  I  were  once  partially  engaged  to  be 
married,  out  I  broke  it  off  when  ^  found  out  what  kind  of  a 
man  he  S7as  -  I  ^ent  there  that  night  because  he  wrote  me  a 
letter  in  which  he  threatened  to  kill  himself*  I  was  afraid 
lie  meant  it  and  1  ?/anted  to  prevent  him  —  i  didn't  tell 
i"-r.  Jeffries  I  was  going  -  and  now  when  the  truth- comes  out 
and  I  acknowledge  that  Ivi sited  this  man  -  can  you  seewhat 
it  means  -  what  a  scandal  there*  11  be?  Trie   whole  world  will 
put  an  evil  constructions  on  my  action  -  they* 11  think 
the  very  worst  - 

Annie 

Trust  'em  for  that  - 

Hrs •  Jeffries 

They'll  say  that  X  —  God  knows  what  they'll  say  —  23y  hus- 
band will  be  dragged  through  the  mire  of  another  puhlic  scan- 
dal -  his  social  prestige  will  —  Oh,  I  dare  not  think  of 
it  «  my  duty  is  to  that  poor  unfortunate  "boy  and  I  maistn*t 
think  of  myself  — 

Annie 

Earte  you  the  letter  that  Mr,  Underwood  wrote,  you 

^rs.   Jeff ties 

Yes  -  I've  never  been  abift  to  destroy  it  —   i  don't  know 
why  -   i  kept  it,   but  xhank  Ciod   i  have    it  — 

iivioaning  to.  herseiJt) 
'i'he  disgrace  —   the   disgrace  —   it's  ruin  —  degradation  - 
it's   the   end   of  it  all  -  Annie,    it's  the   end   of  all  «- 

Annie 

1   don't  want  to  disgrace  you  -   or  ruin  you  —  but  what  am  I 
to  do  —   tell  me   what  am  I    bo  do? 


oinn. 


so 


I  don't  know  — 


Howard  mast  te  saved* 


Mrs.   Jeffries 


Annie 


Mrs.   Jeffries 


Yes  — 


Annie  \ 

Shall  you  tell  Mr.  Brewster  -  or  shall  I? 

Mrs*    Jeffries 

(Starts)     Mr.  Brewster  -  v^ln^  dhould  he  know? 

(Bus) 
I  suppose  he  must  knovi  sooner  or  later  hut  i  -- 

(Business  -  "oreaks  down  and  cries) 

Annie 

It's  tough  -  isnH   it  - 

Mrs*   Jeffries 

Yes  —  it's  —   it's  "tough"  -  don't  say  anything  now  -  give 
me  a  few  hours  -  then  I  can  thinli  what  is  "best  to  "be  done  -• 
I'll  meet  you  at  Mr.  Brewster's  house  to-night  — 

Anni  e 

Tonight  — 

(Enter  Brewster  3).  R«) 

%-s.   Jeffries 

Yes  —  I'll  go  up  and  see  my  mother  —  and  then  —  tonight  - 

L^JR® s  up  to  window  when  Mr.  Brewster  enters. 
An-nie  noda ) 

Brewster 

(He  speai-s  to  ^rs.   Jeffries.^  SxaJ     Pardon  me ,  Mrs.   Jeffries 
I  hope   I  haven't  kept  you  waiting  - 

(Business  -  seens  she  is  overeome  -  turna  to 

Atrni  e )      ^ 
I've  heen  talking  to  Br^  Bernstein  over  the    *  phone   — 

Anni  e 

(Bus..  Brewster)  I  have  told  Mrs*  Jeffries  -  that  you  have 


undertakon  Howard's  defense  

"^rev.'ster  * 

Yes,   I've  teen  ^^uite  busy  Bince  I   sav?  you  —  I've  asked 
Captain  Clinton  for  an  interview  and  he  and  Dr.  Bernstein  are 
ooming  to  see  me  -  tonight  -  and  I  have  put   one   of  the  very 
"best   detectives  we  have   on  the   trail  of  the ^ woman  who  visited 
Underwood  that  night,  Mrs.    Jeffries  -  I    don't  think  the  police 
have  "been  tiying  very  hard  to  find  her  —  they're  satisfied 
with  Ho'.^ard's  eanfesbion,  hut  we'll  get  her  - 

Mrs,  Jeffries 

Yes. 

(Enter  Jones  ushering  in  Howard  Jeffries >  Sr) 

Jones 

I  told  ^ir.  Jeffries  that  --^rs.  Jeffries  was  here 

Brewster 

Yes  — 

(go  Jones) 

you  might  have  told  him  ^here  are  two  ^^rs  Jeffries  here 

(Business  of  Jones  exit) 

Mr.  Jeffries 

(To  Mrs*   Jeffries)   I  regret,  my   dear,  that  you  iihould  he  sub- 
mitted to  these  family  annoyances  - 

Brewster 

-r.  Jeffries  -  I  have  decided  to  undertake  ^r.  Howard's  de- 
fense - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Indeed  —  then  you  will  please  consider  our  business  relations 
to  have  ceased  from  this  moment  - 


As  you  please  - 
Mm.  Jeffries  - 


Brewster 


Mr.  Jeffries 


LOfy         -■      -  •  -   '  -3  door.  Business  - 

MrG .         _;^ -.^^..  ie  -  Annie  nods  re- 

e.  her  -  as  3       ve  her  hoipe. 

rej/sxer  rises  -  goes  to  u*  Ju,£!.^^   opens  it) 


-t 


fray  don't  trouble '—  Good  morning,  sir  — 


.:2 

Good  morning,  ^r.  Jeffries  - 

^rs.  Jeffries 


Good-'bye* 
Tonight  - 


(go  Annie) 

(Eods  kindly  to  Annie »  Kxit  ^Tf,   and  Mrs. 
Jeffries ^>  Sr.^  D.  L.  g.)    "   ~ 

Brewster 

(Return  to  desk)     Well  -  who's  afraid  noyr   ... 

(BuGiness  -   sees  tliat  Annie  is  de ep  in  JFhouglit ) 
Come,   if  you  please7  we'll  go  over  that  evidence  -  bit  hy  bit 

Come  -  corae  -  wake  up  —   of  what  are  you  thinking? 

Annie 

I'm  thinking  that  my  father-in-law  has  a  pretty  hard  road  to 
travel. 


-:-  0  U  E  !P  A  I  H  -:- 


'^' 


-:-  ACT     Hi,  -:- 


"2HE  THIRD-  ■  ESGRES**'- 
ACT  III 


S  C  B  H  B  ;    LlTorary  at  RICHARD  BREWSTER'S.   As  curtain 
rises —  discovered  Dr.  Bernstein  and 
Brewster.   Servant  at  door. 


BREWSTER 

(At  door  to  Seryant) 

Ask  him  to  come  up-- 

( Business  of  Servant's  exit  D.L. ; 
To  Dr.  Bernstein) 

It's  Howard  Jeffries'  father —  I  was  afraid  he  wouldn't 
come . 

(Comes  driwn  to  DJl. ) 
I  shall  alv;ays  be  grateful  for  your  promptness  in  respond- 
ing to  my  request,   and  especially  for  this  information. 

(Business  with  paper) 

Dr.  Bernstein 

Don't  speak  of  it,  Mr.  Brewster.   I  am  only  too  happy  to 
do  anything  in  my  power  to  assist  you  in  this  matter--  I 
feel  exactly  as  you  do.   I've  read  the  boy's  confession 
and  I  give  you  my  professional  word--  it's  absurd  and 
contradictor;  --  it  reads  like  the  involuntary  elaboration 
of  a  suggestion  put  into  his  mind  by   someone  interested 
in  the  case  — it  is  a  contradictory  mixture   of  improbable 
and  psychologically  impossible  occurences. 

Dr.  Bernstein 
The  law  ought  to  fe?^(jgrtl2f^  th«se  scientific  facts. 

Brewster 

The  law  doesn't  recognize  metaphysics,  and  I'm  afraid 
it  never  will  until  our  lawmakers  study  science,  as  well 
as  politics . 

(•ffintfir  Howard  Jeffries,  Sr^^^-D.Li. ) 

I'm  glad  you  have  come,   Mr.  Jeffries —  very  glad--er, 


permit  me  t.o  introduce  Dr.  Bernstein,  '^r.  Howard  Jeff  ires- 
Senior. 

(TVifty  how) 

Mr.  Jeffries. 

The  matter  is  urgent,  your  message  said-- 

Brewster 

Yes —  sit  down — 

(;Lndicating  chair) 
Sit  down,  Doctor-- 

(Buaineaa  with  cigars) 
I  expect  Captain  Clinton  in  a  few  minutes  and — 

the  matter  will  he  placed  before  you. 

}'r .    Jeffries. 
Tlie  matter   of —   of  my   son's — 

Brewster 
Exactly —  your  presence  is  necessary  and — 

Mr.  Jeffries 

But  I  do  not  wish  to  he  present —  you  kn-w  that  and  yet 
you  send  for  me 

Brewster 

Mr.  Jeffries--  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  shall 
be  present  v;hen  I  tell  Captain  Clinton  that  he  bas  either 
wilfully  or  ignorantly  forced  your  son  to  confess  to  hav- 
ing committed  a  crime  of  which  I  am  persuaded  he  is  abso- 
lutely innocent. 

Mr.  Jeffries 

If  I  can  be  of  service  of  course  I--I  am  ontly  too  glad — 
but  what  can  I  say —  what  can  I  do — 

Brewster 

Nothing — but  the  distinct  moral  effect  of  your  presence 
is  invaluable--  believe  me--  I  wouldn't  have  taken  this 
step--  unless  I  was  absolutely  sure  of  my  position--  I 
have  been  informed  that  Underwood  committed  suicide —  and 
to-night  evidence  confirming  this  statement  is  to  be  placed 


s  3 

In  my  hands.   The  woman  who  paid  him  that  mysterious  visit 
just  "before  his  death  has  promised  to  come  here  and  tell 
us  what  she  kncws.   Now  if  Captain  Clinton  can  he  got  to 
admit  the  possibility  of  his  being  mistaken  it  means  that 
your  son  will  "be  free  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Who  has  given  you  this  information? 

Brewster 

Howard's   wife. 

fRuBlnfiHH--   TTQward    .Taffriea.    Rr .    starts) 
She  knows  who   the  woman  is  and  has  promised    to  "bring  her 
here   tonight  with  the   evidence   of  Underwood's      suicide. 

Mr.    Jeffries 

And  you  are  depending  on  her~- 

Brewster 

Why  not?   She  has  more  at  stake  than  any  of  us.   She  has 
worked  day  and  night  on  this  case.  It  was  she  who  aroused 
Dr.  Bernstein's  interest  and  persuaded  him  to  collect 
the  evidence  against  Captain  Clinton. 

Mr.  Jeffries 

She  is  the  cause  of  the  whole  misera'ble  business--  this 
whole  miserable  business. 

(•Rlnrpr    y^Prvant    r>.T..    with    r.aTA    wVii  n.Vi    hP    h^rM=\P^    tn 
Brewster) 

Brewster 

Ask  him  up. 

(Servant  exit) 

Mr.  Jeffries 

I  think  you  put  too  much  faith  in  that  woman,  —  but  you'll 
find  out —  you'll  find  out. 

Brewster 

Yes —  after  all,  that's  our  object,  Mr.  Jeffries--  to 
find  out — 

Mr.  Jeffries 

¥h.at  is  the  naDie  of  this  mysterious  witness?   If  the  police 
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haven't  been  able  to  find  her,   why  should  Howard's  wife? 
There  was  a  report  that  she  herself  was--  acquainted  with 
Underwood--  or  something- - 

tP au s e i Business;  Brewster  looks  angrily  at 

Jeffries) 
Did  she  tell  you  who  it  v/asV 

Brewster 

No,  she  will  tell  us  tonight 

Mr.  Jeffries 

(Shakes  his  head  violently) 

You'll  see--another  flash  in  the  pan--I  don't  like  being 
mixed  up  in  this  matter —  It's  disagreeable--  most  disagree- 
able. 

(Busine  ss) 

Dr.  Bernstein 

Yes,  sir,  it  is  disagreeable —  but —  unfortunately —  it  is 
life-- 

(Enter  OaDtain  Clinton  D.  L.  followed  bv  De- 
tective Sergeant  Maloney —  both  in  plain 
clothes) 

Captain  Clinton 

Got  your  raessage,   Mr.  Brewriter,  and  came  as  soon  as  I 
could —  Excuse  i-iy   bringiTig  the  Sergeant  with  me —  Sit 
over  there,  I'aloney-- 

(Buainess —  Maloney  goes  up  stage  and  aits) 

He  keeps  his  eyes  open  and  his  mouth  shut,   so  he  won't 
interfere  with  anybody —  How  do,  Doctor — 

Dr.  Bernstein 
(BQwa->»  business) 

This  is  Mr.  Jeffries,  Senior — 

Captain  Clinton 

Yes —  I  know  the  gentleman--  How  do,  sir-  - 


^—•^         ■'  (BT   '  _ 


J  «»^  r 


Mr.  Jeffries 

How-do  you  do — 

C_S_ig}i&.  deeply  as  if  ashaimed  to  meet  Capt. 
Clinton) 

Ca.pt,  Clinton 

Ifow  7^T .   Brewster,    exiilode  your  boiffiL^""  ^^"^   ^  warn  you  I've 
made  up  my  mind-- 

Brewster 

Well,  I've  made  up  my  mind  --  so  at  least  we  start  even-- 

Capt.  Clinton 

Yes- 
Brews  ter 

As  I  stated  in  my  letter.  Captain  Clinton —  I  don't  want 
to  use  your  ovti  methods  in  this  matter — I  flon't  want  "to 
spread  reports  about  you —  or  accuse  you  in  the  papers — 
that's  why  I  asked  you  to  cone  over  and  discuss  the  mat- 
ter informally  with  me —  I  want  to  r;ive  you  a  chance  to 
change  your  attitude. 

Capt.  Clinton 

Don't  want  any  chance. 

Brewster 
You  mean  you  don't  want  to  change  your  attitude - 

Capt.    Clinton 
That's  about  what  I  mean —  I   suppor=e. — 

Brewster 

In  other  words  you  have  found  this —   this  hoy  guilty  and 
you  refuse  to  consider  evidence  which  may  tend  to  prove 
otherwise. 

Capt.  Clinton 

'Tain't  my  business  to  consider  evidence--  it's  up  to 
the  prosecuting  attorney — 

Brewster 
It  will  be —  but  at  present  it's  up  to  you. 
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Capt.  Clinton 
Me? 

Brewster 

Yes —  you  were  instrumental  in  obtaining  a  confession 
from  h-ira--  I'm  raising  a  question  as  to  the  truth  of  that 
confession, 

Capt.  Clinton 

Are  v/e  going  over  all  that —  v/hat ' s  the  use--  a  confession 
is  a  confession  and  tha,t  settles  it —  I  suppose  the  Drctor 
has  been  working  his  pet  th.eory  off  on  you  and  it's  be- 
ginning to  sprout. 

Brev/ster 

Yes,  it's  beginning  to  sprout,  Captain. 

(Buffj^pe^g—  <?fltQr  jg^ryant.  H^  gpey^fe;^  to 
Wr.   Breyster) 

Tell  her  to  v/ait  until  we  are  ready  for  her-- 
( Servant  exit) 

Capt.  Clinton 

Say,  Mr.  Brev/ster,  you're  a  great  constitutional  lawyer — 
the  greatest  in  the  country — and  I  take  off  my  hat  to  you — 
but  I  don't  think  criminal  law  is  in  your  line. 

Brewster 

Well,  I  don't  think  it'.s  constitutional  to  take  a  man's 
mind  av/ay  from  him  and  substitute  your  own,   Ga]:)t.  Clinton 

Capt.  Clinton 

What  do  you  mean?' 

Brewster 

I  mean  that  instead  of  bringing  out  of  thin  man  his  own 
true  thoughts  of  innocence-  you  have  forced   into  his  con- 
sciousness your  own  false  thoughts  of  his  guilt. 

Capt  Clinton 

I  don't  follow  you,  Mr.  Brewster--  better  stick  to  Inter- 
national law —  th*  police  court  work  is  beneath  you — 

Brewster 
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Brewster 
Perhaps- —  Captain,  will  you  ans'.ver  a  few  questions? 

Capt.  Clinton 
It  all  depends — 

Brevv'ster 
If  you  don't  I'll  ask  them  through  the  medeum  of  your  own 
v/eapon —  the  press — cnl}/  my  press  will  not  consist  of 
the  one  or  twc  yellow  Journals  you  inspire —  hut  the  inde- 
pendent, dignified  press  of  the  United  States.- 

Capt.  Clinton. 
Inspire?  Mr.  Brewster,  I  don't  like  the  insuation. 

Brewster 
X  don't  inolnvate,  Captai  :  Glintcn —  I  accuse  you  of 
giving  an  untruthful  version  of  this  natter  to  two  sens- 
ational newspapers  in  this  city,  and  these  two  papers  have 
tried  this  young  man  in  their  columns  and  found  him 
guilty  thus  prejudicing  tit   whole  cornnunity  against  him 
before  he  cones  to  trial — in  no  other  country  in  the 
civilized  world  would  this  be  tolerated  but  in  a  country 
overburdened  with  freedom. 

Capt.  Clinton 
The  early  bird  catches  the  worm —  they  have  live  reporters 
who  asked  me  for  information  and  got  it. 

Brewster 
You  have  so  prejudiced  the  community  against  him  jfhat 
there  in  scarcely  a  man  who  doesn't  believe  him  guilty. 
If  this  matter  ever  comes  to  trial  how  can  we  pick  an 
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unprejudicsd  jur3''  a^d  added  to  this  foul  injustice  you 

have  "branded  this  young  apji's  wife  with  every  stigma  that 
can  be  put  on  womanhood--  you  have  hinted  that  she  is  the 
mysterious  femaie  who  visited  Underwood  on  that  night  of 
the  shooting —  ajid  openly  suggested  that  she  is  the  pro- 
h&hle  cause  of  the  crime . 

Captain  Clinton 

Well,  it's  ui>  to  you  to  prove  I*m  wrong. 

Brewster 

You  have  hesrairched  her  charB,cter  with  stories  of  scandel. 
You  have  linked  l-^er  TiPue   with  that  of  Underwood.  The 
whole  country  ringn  with  falsities  about  her —  and  in  ay 
opinion,  Captain  Clinton,  your  direct  object  is  to  destroy 
tho  value  of  any  evidence  she  may  give  in  her  husband's 
favor — 

Capt ,  Clinton 

Why,  I  haven *t  said  a  ^?ord  about  her. 

(Turns  to  Kaloney)^ 
have  I? 

Brewster 

But  these  sensation  mongers  have,   and  you  are  the  only 
source  from  which  they  could  obtain  the  information. 

Capt.  Clinton 
Whay—  what  do  I  gain? 

Brewster 

Advertisement—  political  capital —  these  sarae  papers 
speak  of  you  as  the  greatest  living  chief —  the  greatest 
public  official —  oh  you  kiiov;  the  political  value  of  that 
sort  of  jtliing  as  well  as  I  do — 

Capt.  Clinton 

I  can't  help  what  they  say  about  me. 

Brewster 

They  might  add  that  you  are  also  the  richest  man  in 
the  department — a  millionaire  on  a  salary  of  $3,000. — 
but  I  won*t  go  into  that. 
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Capt,   Clinton 

I  don't  like  all  this,  Mr.  Brewster--  »Tain't  fair--  I 
ain't  on  trial — 

(Looks  around  at  Maloney) 

Brewster 

No —  moretg  t>ie  pity. 

(Paude—  "business  with  papers) 
Captain,  in 'tlie  case  of  the  people  against  Creedon —  after 
plying  him  with  questions  for  six  hours  you  ohtained  a 
confession  fro?,,  hiia-- 

Capt.  Clinton 

Yes--  he  told  me--  he  set  the  place  on  fire. 

Brev/ster 

Exactly —  hut  it  afterwards  developed  that  he  was  never 
near  the  place-- 

Capt.  Clinton 

Well,  he  told  me — 

Brev;ster 

Quite  so —  he  told  you —  "but  it  turned  out  that  he  was 
mistaken. 

Capt.  Clinton 

Yes- 
Brews  ter 

In  the  case  of  the  People  against  Bently — 

Capt.  Clinton 

That  was  Bentley's  own  fault —  I  didn't  ask  hira--  he  oivned 
up  himself. 

(Business) 
You  were  there,  Malone^'". 

Brewster 
But  you  "believed  him  guilty? 

Capt.  Clinton 
Yes. 


f  ..  ,.  . 


Brev/ster  10 

You  thought  him  guilty,  and  after  a  fourteen  hour  session 
you  impressed  this  thought  on  his  mind  and  he —  he  con- 
fessed. 

Capt. Clinton 

I  d&dn't  impress  anything —  I  simply — 

(Businer>5—'  turns  to  Maloney  who  acgueses) 

Brewster 

You  just  Biinijly  convinced  him  that  he  was  guilty —  though 
as  it  turned  out  he  was  in  prison  at  the  time  he  was  sup- 
posed  to  have   committed  tlie  "burglary 

Capt   Clinton 

LSullenly)      It  wasr.'t  "burglary — 

Brewster 

(BusineBS  wit      papers) 
Q^uite  right,    Captain—  my  mistaike —   it  v/as  homicide— 
hut   It  v/as   an  untru.e   confession. 

* 

Capt.   Clinton 

Yes  — 

Brevxster 
(Business  with  papers) 
It  was  the  sarie  thing  in  the  Callahan  case--  in  the  case 
of  the  People  against  Tuthill —  and  — Cosgrove —  Tuthill 
confessed  and  died  in  prison—  and  Cosgrove  afteirwards 
ascknowledged  that  he  and  not  Tuthill  was  the  guilty  man — 

Captain  Clinton 

Well-  mistakes  s  one  times  haroDen— 

Brewster 

That  is  precisely  the  point  of  view  we  toJ^e  in  the  matter — 
now  Captin,  in  the  present  case,   on  the  night  of  the  con- 
fession did  you  show  young  Mr.  Jeffries  the  pistol 
with  which  he  wn,B  supposed  to  have  shot  Robert  Underwood? 

Capt.  Clinton 

Yes —  I  think  I  did —  disn't  I,  Maloney? 
(Business  Maloney) 
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Brewster 
Tour  word  is  sufficient —  Did  you  hold  it  up? 

Capt?  Clinton 
Think  I  did— 

Brewster 
Do  you  know  if  there  was  a  light  shining  on  it? 

Capt.  Clinton 
Don't  know—  might  have  "been — 

Brewster 
^■9__^*  Bernstein)  Were  the3'e  electric  lights  on  the  wall? 

Dr.  Bernstein 
Ho,   On  a  laaip  above — 

Capt.  Clinton 
"What  difference  does  that  make? 

Brewster 

Quite  a  little —  the  barrel  of  the  revolver  was  bright  — 
shining  steel — 

(BusirB  ss.  Captain  nods) 
Prom  the  moment  that  Howard  Jeffries'  wyes  rested  on  the 
shining  steel  barrel  of  that  revolver  he  wa,s  no  longer  a 
conscious  personality--  as  he  himself  said  to  his  wife — 
"They  tiriy  1   did  it —  and  I  kn^^w  I  didn't,  hut  after  I 
looked  at  that  shining  pistol  I  don't  knov7  what  I  said  or 
did —  everything  became  a  blur  and  blank. "  Now  I  may  tell 
you,  Capt;-: In,   that  this  condition  fits  in  every  detail 
the  clinical  e3n">eriences  of  nerve  specialists  and  the 
medical  experiences  of  the  psychologists.  After  five  hours 
constant  cross-questioning  while  in  a  scmidazed  condition 
you  impressed  on  him  your  o^vn  ideas —  you  suggested  to 
him  what  he  should  say —  you  extracted  from  him  not  the 
thoughts  that  were  in  his  consciousness  but  those  that  wore 
in  your  own— is  that  the  scientific  fact,  Doctor? 

Dr.  Bernstein 
Yes. 
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Brev/gter 
- i3ual 

The  oaptlvation  of  Howard  Jeffries'  attentionmakes  the 
whole  case  complete  and  clear  to  the  physiciaji. 

Capt.  Clinton 

ViBual  capti-vation  is  good! 

(Laup:h8—  turns  to  Maloney) 
What  do  yo\i  tiiiiik  of  it  Maloney? 

Maloney 

(Laughs)  Fine I 

Capt .  Clinton 


It's  a  new  one,  eh? 


Brewster 


It's  a  very  old  one,  Gaptain  Clinton—  hut  it's  new  to 
ue —  we're  harely  on  the  tlireshold  of  the  discovery —  it 
certainly  explains  these  other  caseG,"  doesn't  it? 

Capt .  Clinton 

I  don*t  know  that  it  does--  I  flon't  a,cknowledge— 

Brewster 
(Business) 

Captain  (.'linton,  v;hexher  you  acknowledge  it  or  not  I  can 
prove  that  you  obtained  tiieae  confoE&ions  hjr  means  of 
hypnotic   sugr;et;tion---  and  that  is  a  greater  crime  against 
society  that  any  the  State  punishes  cr  pays  you  to  pre- 
vent— 

Capt,  Clinton 
(Lauj^hs)   I  guess  the  boys  up  at  Albany  can  deal  with 
that  question— 

Brewster 

T?ie  "boys  up  at  Alhanj''  know  as  little  about  the  laws  of 
psychologylas  you  do.   This  matter  will  be  dealt  with  at 
Wasbingtoiif 

Capt.  Clinton 

I  didn't  cciae  her:;  to  hear  about  that--  You  were  going 
to  produce  the  woman  who  called  on  Underwood  the  night 
of  t;'i''5  murder —  that  was  what  I  came  here  for — not  to 
hear  my  methods  criticised.  "Where  is  she? 


:  SjICSiEi 
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Brewster 

one  thing  at  a  time,  Captain.  Pirst  I  v/anted  to-  show 

you  that  we  knov/  Howard  Jeffries'  confession  is  untrue  and 

now  v/e'll  take  up  the  other  question. 

(Rings  hell) 
This  woman  can  prove  that  Rohert  Underwood  coimnitted  sui- 
cide. 

Capt.  Clinton 

She  can,  eh?  Ha —  mayhe  she  did  it  herself —  someone 
did  it— 

(Enter  servant  D  L) 

Brewster 

Yes.   S  ome  o  n  e  d  id  ijb  -  -  we  agree  there — 

To  SeiFvantT" 
Ask  Mrs.  Howard  Jeffries,  Jr?  to  come  here. 

Servant 

Yes  sir 

(Exit  D.R, ) 

Capt.  Clinton 
Is  she  the  one—  ha—  that's  easy. 

Brewster 
She  has  promised  to  produce  the  missing  witness  tonight 

Capt.  Clinton 

She  has,  eh? 

(Business   X's  to  Maloney—  talks  to  him) 

Mr.  Jeffries 
Ch?  ^a^  hggn  3. JtsMnjng-  intent lY—  follQwing 

eTery  phase  of  the  questioning  with  the  great- 
est.  possible  interest >  He  now  rises  and  X«s  to 

I^rewatgri 

Is  it  possible —  is  it  possible  that  Underwood  did  this 
himself?  That  the  poor  boy  may  have  b  en  innocent  .-after 
all.   Great  God!  What  a  surprise.'   I  never  dreamed  of 
doubting  his  confession— Brewster,  if  this  is  true  I  owe 


^L^iri**^  - 
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you  a  del3t  of  gratitude —  You've  done  splendid  v/ork —  I'm- 
I»m  afraid  I've  "been  just  a  trifle  unreasonable. 

Brewster 

Just  a  trifle- 

Capt.  Clinton 

Hurry  up. 

(To  Malonev) 
Tou  can  telephone  froin  the  corner  drug  store. 

Maloney 

All  right,   Captain. 

(Maloney  exits  quickly  D»L.) 

Dr.  Sornstein 

I  must  go,  Mr.  Brewster —  I  have  an  appointment  at  the 

hospital 

(Bows  to  Howard  Jeffries.  Sr. ) 

Brewster 

Thank  ypu  very  much,  Doctor.  Don't  know  what  I  should 
have  done  without  you — 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Thajik  you,  sir —  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you — 

(Business.   Bernstein  winks  at  Brews ter) 

Dr.  Bernstein 

Don't  speak  of  it, 

tX  tfi ^QStiA 

Good  night.  Captain — 

(Business.  Capt.  doesn't  answer-  Dr.  Bernstein 
laughs  and  exit  D.L.T 

Mr.  Jeffries 

I've  no  faith  in  this  girl  or  her  promises. 
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(©Iter  AlWIl     D.R.) 

Brewster 

IStb.   Jeffries   - 

Annie 

Cl<ook8_  axound--  pause) 
May  I  speak  to  you  alone,  Mr.  Brewster? 

Brewster 

Certainly. 

(About  to  X  to  her) 

Capt.  Clinton 

One  moment--  if  this  is  all  open  and  a"bOTe  board,  as  you 
say  it  is,  Mr.   Brewster,  I*d  like  to  ask  the  young  lady 
a  few  questions — 

Brewster 

Certainly — 

Capt.  Clinton 

(To  Annie) 
You  promised  Mr.  Brewster  you'd  produce  the  woman  who 
called  at  Underwood's  apartment  the  night  of  the —  of 
the  shooting. 

(Annie  looks  at  Brewster ) 
The  witness  wants  instructions,  Mr.  Brewster. 

Brewster 

You  can  he  perfectly  frank,  Mrs.  Jeffries —  we  have  no 
desire  to  conceal  anything  from  Captain  Clinton-- 

Annie. 

Yes,  I  promised  Mr.  Brewster  she'd  come  tonight-- 

Captain  Clinton 
Did  she  promise  you? 

Annie 
Yes. 

Capt.  Clinton 


■3  J. 
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Capt.  Clinton. 

Well-  where  is  she? 

Annie 

She  hasn't  come  yet —  hut  she  will —  I'm  sure—  I  know 
she  will — 

Capt .  Clinton 
How  did  you  come  to  find  her? 

Annie 
That  I —  I  cannot  say —  now-- 

(Lpplcs   at   Jeffries  Sr.    then   at  Brews terj 

Capt.    Clinton 
Decline   to  answer,    eh?     TOiat's  her  name? 

Annie 

I— 

(JPausjsJ 

Capt.    Clinton 
HThat's  her  name? 

Annie 
I  cannot  tell  you. 

Captain  Clinton 
Do  you  know  it? 

Annie 
Yes. 

Capt.  Clinton 
Hnow  it,  but  you  won't  say —  hum! 

Mr.  Jeffries 

But  you  must  speak —  you  know  what  it  means —  do  you 
realize  that  my  son's  life  is  at  stake? 
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Annie 

Yes —  and  I'm  glad  to  see  that  you're  "beginning  to  rea- 
lize it  too—  "but  I —  I  can't  tell  you  yet-- 

Brewster 

I  may  say,  "aptain  Clinton,  that  I  myself  have  not  sue-  . 
ceeded  in  learning  the  name  of  this  mysterious  person- 
age— 

(To  Annie) 
I  think  you  had  better  tell  us —  I  see  no  adrantage  in 
concealing  it — 

Annie 

( After  a  pau s ej 
She  will  tell  you  herself  when  she  comes. 

Mr.  Jeffries. 

Ea.'   I  thought  as  much  I 

Capt.  Clinton 

Well,  when  she  does  come —  I  think  you  may  as  well  under- 
stand-- she  will  be  taken  to  headquarters  and  held  as  a 
witness. 

Brewster 

Arrested! 

Capt.  Clinton 

That's  what  I  said,  Mr.  Brewster —  she's  a  material  wit- 
ness—  the  most  important  one  the  State  has —  and  I  don't 
intend  that  she  shall  get  away. 

Annie 

Arrest  her!   Oh,  Mr.  Brewster-- 

Brewster 

She  is  coming  to  my  house  of  her  own  free  will —  she  has 
trusted  to  my  honor-- 

Annie 

Yes —  yes —  she  trusts  to  your  honor. 


I'lsaTcri 


18 

Capt.  Clinton 

Honor  cuts  mighty  little  ice  in  the  matter,  Mr.  Brewster/;;*. 
I  shall  hold  her —  ,. 

Brewster 

I  v/ill  not  permit  such  a  disgraceful  proceeding. 

Capt,  Clinton 

With  all  due  respect,   Mr.  Brewster,  you  won't  he  consulted 
You  have  declared  yourself  counsel  for  the  man  who  has 
"been  indicted  for  murder--  I  didn't  ask  you  to  take  ne 
into  your  confidence —  you  invited  me  hore--  treated  me 
to  a  lecture  on  pfesychology  for  which  I  thank  you  vry 

much.  But  I  don't  feel  that  I  need  any  further  instruc- 
tions. If  this  woman  ever  does  get  here —  the  moment  she 
leaves  the  house  Maloney  has  instructions  to  arrest  her, 
but  I  guess  we  needn't  worry  very  much —  she  has  probably 
forgotten  her  appointment--  some  people  are  very  careless 
in  that  respect.  Well,  if  it's  all  the  same  to  you,   I'll 
v/ait  do^vnstairs,  Mr.  Brewster —  Gentlemen —  see  you 
later — 


Mr.  Jeffries 

CXtLJBreiwgter.) 
I  told  you  v/hat  it  would  be —  a  flash  in  the  pan-- 
(T.ooTca  at  Annift) 

Brewster 

You  are  sure? 

Annie 
(Shakes  her  head  sorrowfully) 
Yes--I  am  sure--  out:  the  disgrace  of  arrest — she'll  feel 
it  so--  oh  Mr.  Brewster,   don't  iet  them  arrest  her. 


Who  is  it? 


Brewster 


Annie 


(L<?gking  at  Howard  Jeffries) 
I  can't  tell  you  just  now —  she'll  be  here  soon — 

Brewster 
Tell  me  now — 

Annie 
Please--  please  don't  ask  me-- 


v/XV 
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Mr.  Jeffries 

(Anfe-rilr)  As  I  told  you,  Mr,  Brewster,  her  whole  story  is  a 
fabrication  trumped  up  for  the  purpose  of  -  of  -  God  knows 
what  ODjeot  she  h  s  in  deceiving  us,  I  don*t  -  I  only  know  ths-t 
I  warned  you  what  I  might  expect  -  what  you  always  may  expect 
from  people  of  her  class. 

Brewster 

•  ill  you  go  into  my  study  a  few  moments,  Mr.   S^effries  - 

I  Aside  to  hiin) 
Let  me   speak  to  her  alone  -   I/ll   find   out  - 


Mr.   Jeffries 

I  am  going  home  - —   I  have  haSa  most  painful  evening  —     most 
painful  -   let  me   know  the   result  of  your  investigation  as   so  on 
as  possible   — -   Good  ni£;ht   - — 

jBop  to     Annie.     Goes  to  D.  L.    ) 
Don't   disturb  me  to-night!^  Brewster  - —   tomorrow  will  do  - 

(Exit  D.  L.) 

Annie 
Don't   disturb  him   --  ha  - 
■^e   s  going  to  get  all  the   disturbance  that*s   coming  to  him. 

Brewster 
(Severely  to  her)  Do  you  want  me  to  lose  all   faith  in  you  - 

Annie 
ISo  -  Mr.  Brewster  - 

Brewster 
Then  tell  me  why  you  conceal  -  this  woman's  niC.me* 

Annie 

Because   I   don't  want   to  be  the    one   to  -rnto  -   to  expose  her. 
She'll  tell  you  herself  - 

Brewster 

^es,   but  in  the  meantime  yon  -  you  are  casting  suspicion  on 
yourself  -  your  father-in-law  fully  believes  that  it  was  you, 
and  Ccptain  Clinton  suspects  - 

Anni  e 
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Azuble 

The  Ct-pt.-.;ln  suspects  eyeryLody  —  it's  Ms  business  to  suajject- 
"but  —  as  long  as  you  don  t  think  that  I  —  visited  Underwood 
that  night  - 

Brewster 

Candidly  —  I  don*t  know  what  to  think  —  I  want  to  think  the 
very  "best  of  you,  Annie  -  "but  you  won't  let  me  — 

Annie 

I   suppose   I'd  "better  tell  you  ancl  have   done  v?ith  it but  I 

don't   like   it  

{  ^nter  servant  D«   L«   ?;ith  card  which  he  hands 

t  0  -'rewsterj 

Servant 
She  wants   to  see  you  at    once. 

Brewster 
To  see  me  — -  Are  you  sure   she  hasn't  come    for  Mr.   Jeffries? 

Servant 
Ho,   sir  -  she  feas   quite  positive  - 

Pixnle 
It's  Mrs.    Jeffries  -? 

•^rewster 
Yes  5» 

Annie 

Will  you  let  me  see  her,  ^r,  Brewster I'll  -   I'll  tell 

her  '.vho  it   is  and  she  can  tell  you she's  — -   she's  a 

womf-n  and  I'd  rather  —  Let  .^le   speak  to  her,    please  -  please  - 

Brewster 

(To  servant)     Ask  ^rs.   Jeffries  to  come  up. 
(  Se  rvant   exit  I)i  L . ) 

I   see   no   ohjeetiion  to  your  speaking  -  to  l>'rs.   Jeffries after 

all  she  is  your  husband's  mother  -  but   I   am  free  to  confess 
that  I   don't  understand  you  -  and  I'm  more  than  disappointed 
in  your  failure  to  keep  your  word  -  you  promised  definite!^ 
that  you  would  bring  this  witness  here   -   on  the   strer^gth  ±tefe 
of  which  promise   I  made   statements  to  Capt.   Clinton  that   I 
have  not  been  able   to   substlntiate  —  the  whole   story  looks 
like  an  invention  on  our  part  — 


El 

Amiio 

It's  not  an  invention  -  Ah,   Mr.  Brewster,    just  a  little  while 
longer  — -  you've  teen  so  kind  -   so  patient  - 

-Brewster 

I  "believed  you  implicitly  -  you  were  so  positive  this  woman 
would   come   for7/arQ  - 

Annie 

She  TTill  -  she  will  —  give  i::e  —  only  —  a  few  minutes. 

Brewster 

(Looks  at  her)  A  few  minutes  -? 

(Locks  at  her  a  moment  -  then  shakes  his  head) 
nell  -  it's  infectious  —  I  Relieve  you  again. 

(Enter  ^ts .   Jeffries,  Sr.) 

■i^rewster 

Good   evening,  ^^rs.    Jeffries   - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Mr.  Brewster  - 

(Shakes  hands  with  him  —  looks   into  his   face  - 
then  at  Annie  in.uiringlv  —  Annie  shakes  her, 
head  as  mrach  as  to  say  he  knows  nothing) 

^rewster 

Mrs.  Jeffries,  Junior,  wishes  to  speak  to  you  —  I  said  I 
thought  t'nere'd  he  no  ohjectlon  if  you  don  t  mind  —  May  she? 

iirs.  Jeffries 

Yes  — 

( Business ) 
Yes  - 

i3rewster 

Your  hushand  was  here   - 

iars.    Jeffries 

lAy  husband  I' -44- 

( Looks  at  Anjgie  inuulringly  -  tries  to  force  a 
amile) 


I     .-.    BiiOttr. 
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Brev7ster 

Yes  —  He'll  be  glad  to  knov/  you're  liere  —   I*ll:.phone  to  him. 

(To    ••niTif^) 
When  you're   ready,   please  send  and  — 

Annie 

Yes  —  Mr,  Brewster  

.(Exit  Brewster  D.  R.) 

Mrs*  Jeffries 
LHy  hushand  was  here 

Annie 
Yes 

Mrs*  Jeffries 
You've  told  Mr,  Brewster  nothing 

Annie 

I   couldn't  I     I  tried  to  hut   I   couldn't  -  it   seems  to  hard  - 
doesn't  it?  - 

(i^rgA  Jeffries  laughs  hit.terly  - _£aase] 
I  was  afraid  you  weren't  coming  - 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

The  train  was  late  -  I   went  up  to  Stamford  to  say  good-hye 
to  my  mother  - 

Annie 

Ti  say  good-hye? 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

I  have  said  good-hye  to  her  —  I  have  said  good-hye  to  every- 
hody  -  to  eveiything  -  to  myself  -  I  must  give  them  all  up. 

Annie 

Oh  it   icn't  as  had  as  that   surely  - 

2irs.   Jeffries 

Oh,   I've  reckoned   it   all  up  —   it's  loss  —  a  total  loss  — 
nothing  V7ill  he   saved   fron  the  wreck  —  husband  -  home  -  position 

good  name  -  all  will  go  -  you'll  see  I   shall  be   torn  into 

little  bits  of  shreds  -  they  won't  leave  ahything  unsaid,  but 
it's  not   that  I   care   for  so  much  -  it's  thr^   injustice   of  it 
all  -  the   injustice   of  the   power  of  evil tMs  man  Under- 
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wood  -  never  did  a  gooa  aotion  in  all  his  life  —  and  not 
even  after  he  is  dead  -  he  has  the  power  to  go  on  destroying  - 
destroying  —  destroying  - 

Annie 

he  was  no  good  - 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

When  he  sent  me  this  letter  - 

(Business) 

i  remember  now  -  I  tried  to  think  myself  into  his  condition 
of  mind  -  so  that  I  dould  decide  whether  he  intended  to 
keep  his  word  and  kill  himself  or  not  —  I  tried  to  reason 

0ut  just  ho-;  he  felt  and  how  he  thought now,  I  knov; 

how  he  felt  —  poor,  dead  waretch  —  it's  hopeless  -  hopeless  - 
dull  graving  desperation  -  I  haven't  even  the  ambition  to 
defend  myself  -  it(  s  ^r,  Jeffries  -  who  will  suffer  - 

Annie 

I  wouldn't  lose  any  sleep  on  his  account  - 

(Pause   Sympathetically) 
Surely  he  won't  believe  - 

^rs.  Jeffries 

It  isn't  so  muchwhat  he  believes  himself  -  it's  the  thought 
of  what  he  knows  other  people  are  thinking  that  will  mal:e  him  . 
suffer  -  if  the  eircumatanees  were  only  less  disgraceful  - 
a  suicide's  last  letter  to  the  woman  he  loved  -  they'll  say 
I  drove  him  to  it  —  they  won't  think  of  —  my  share  in  his 
death  - 

Annie 

Gee  -  it's  tough  -  ana   the  worst   of  it  is  they're  going  to 
arrest  you  

Mrs.   Jeffries 

Arrest  me  --  put  me  in  prison  — -  Annie  — - 

Annie 

That's  7<'hat  Captain  Clinton  says  —  he  was  here  -  he's  here 
now  -  with  t?/o  men  waiting  for  you  doTmstairs  -  it  isn't  my 
fault   -  what  could   I   do  - —  when  I  told  Mr*  Brewster  -  he 

sent   for  Capt*   Clinton the  Captain's  afraid  you'll  rmi  away, 

or  something  - 

Mars.  Jeffries 

But  he  doesn't  know-  who  I  am  - 
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Annie 

Uo  —   I   didn't  tell  them  —  I   said  you'd  tell   'em  yourself  - 
"but  they  won't  trust  you  \ib.en  t|iey  know  who  you  are  -  let's 
tell  -^r.  Brewster  -  he  may  tMnk  of     a  plan  —   suppose  you  go 

awain  until:.: Oh,   this  is  awful  —  awful  —  what  are  we  to  do- 

what  are  we  to  do  - 

(Looks  at  ^rs.   Jeffries  -  sees  that  she  is  help 

less)  '  ~ 

it  stuns  a  person  -  aon't  it?  You  can't  think  when  it  comes 
like  this  -  it's  just  the  way  i  felt  the  morniiig  they  showed 
me  Howard's  concession. 

Mrs.   Jeffries 


Prison  —  prison  — 


Annie 


Hot   for  long  —  you  can  get  "bail  —  it's  oiily  a  —  a  -  Ivlr. 
Brewster  would  get  you  out  right  away, 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Get  me   out  -  IH^  God,   I  can't  —  I  can't  -   oh,   that's  too  much 
I've   done  notrdng  -  nothing  -  Look  - 

^^M§  Jiaey  letter) 

You  can  see   for  yourself  -  the  wretch  wrote  me  -  wrote  me  — 
frightened  tm  into  such  a  state  of  mind  that  I  hardly  knew  what 
I  was  doing  -  and  I  went  to  tryrto  prevent  him  -  that's  all  - 
Annie  that's  all  -  hut  do  you  suppose  that  anyone  will  believe 
it  - 

(BreaJsa  aown  -  cries) 

Annie 

Hush  —  don't  «-«  don't  give  way  —  be  brave it  will  save 

Howard  and  - — 

(Business  »  tries  to  comfort  her) 
Let  me  see  -  the" letter  -  gee  -  I'm  crying  myself  - 

Dear  iirs.  Jeffries  —  This  is  the  last  time  I  shall  ever  burden 
you  with  my  ,-resence  or  "Irore  you  with  my  letters  -  You  have 
forbidden  me  tc  see  you  again  -  You  have  sentenced  me  to  a  liv- 
ing death  -  but  as  I  v;.rofer  death  shall  not  be  partial  -  but 
fall  and  cocplete  oblivion  I  take  this  means  of  letting  you 
know  that  unless  you  revoke  your  cruel  sentence  I  will  make 
an  end  of  it  all.  I  shall  be  found  dead  to-morrlw  morning  — 
and  you  will  know  who  is  the  real  cause  -  Your  devoted  slave, 
Robert  Underwood  ft 

iP.aus^  -_  laoka  sAJnQxl 
?his  is  fi   great  for  Howard  -  I'm  glad  you  didn't  destroy  it  - 
but  what  a  wretch  —  what  a  mean  hound  t  o  say  a  thing  like 
that Poor  soal,  of  course,  jtou  went  and  begged  him  not  to 
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to  do  it  —  I'd  liave  gone  myself  -  but  I  think  I'd  a  "bio  ken 
my  umbrella  over  his  head,  or  something  —  G-ee,  these  kind  of 
fellows  breed  trouble,  don't  they?  Alive  or  dead,  they  breed 
trouble  - 

fSif^hs) 
what  can  we  do? 

Mrs/.  Jeffries 

(Bracing  up)  Howard  must  be  cleared  of  course,  and  I  must 
face  it  —  alone  - —  ' 

Annie 

Yea  you'll  be  alone  all  right  -  Mr.   Jeffries  will  do 

about  as  much  for  you  as  he   did   for  his   son.      Just  watch  him, 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Annie  I 

Aimie 

(Annie   sees  that  her  words  wound  Mrs.   Jefftrlea  -  ehange^ , her 

tone  to  one  of  symx>athy.     Looks  at  her 

■aympathjetioally) 
Honest   to   God  I'm  heart-broken  -<«-  I'd  do  anything  to  save 
you  from  this  - —   this  public   disgrace  -  I  know  what  it 
means  -  I've  had  my  dose   of  it  — 

(Business  with  letter), 
but  this  has  got  to  come    cut  -  hasn't   it? 

( Looks  at  letter  closelyj 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

Yes  -  I  realize   that,   but   the   disgrace     of  arrest  - 

( grant ioally) 
I  can't  -  Annie *Tr can' t  go~t o  prison  even  if  it's   only  for 
a  moment  —  give  me  that  letter  -  I'll  leave  Kew  York  tonighl?'* 
I'll  go  to  Europe  -  send  it   from  Paris  —  you'll  trust  me   to 
do  that  won*t  you?     Give   it  to  me  Annie  - 

( Beach es  out for  letter J 
Please  -  please  trust  me  — 

Annie 

Ho  -  Ho  — 

(Withholds  letter) 
I   can't  -  how  can  I?     Supposing  you  —  you  — 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Please  —  please  do  -  You  can  tell  them  when  I'm  out    of  the 
eountiy  -  don't  ask  me  to  make  this   secrifico  nov:  -  don't 
ask  me  —   don't  - 
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Annie 

You'yo  lost  your  nerve  now  and  you  dcai't  know  what  you're 
saying.     Howard's  life  comes  "before  you  -  me  -  eveiy"bpdy  - 
you  know  tliat  -- 

Mrs •   Jeffries 

Yes  -  Yes  -  I  know  that  —  I'm  -  I'm  only  asking  you  to  wait  - 
I  —   I   ought   to  have   left  Sew  York  this  morning  -  That's  what 
I  should  have   done  -  gone  at  once  -  now  -  it's  too  late  -  unless 
you  help  me  - 

Annie 

I'll  help  you  all  I   can,  htit  —  I  -  I've  promised  Mr*  Brewster 
to  -to  -  clear  the  matter  jip  t anight • 

(Enter   Cn.ptfl.-i-n   fil-iri-hOTi    smri    T)e^f.t^n±i-^f^   Rftvg«=>«-nt 

Malonev  D*  L.     Pause  -  hoth  women  are  afraid) 

Capt.   Clinton 

I  thought  I4r.  Brewster  was  here  - 

Annie 

I'll  send   for  him  - 

(Business,    rings  hell) 

Capt.   Clinton 

Well  -  Where's  vour  mysterious  witness? 

JLofito  fii;irlQUSly  at  Mra«  Jftffrjea,  Sr,>) 

Annie 

Shis  is  ilrs.  Howard  Jeffries,  Senior  -  my  husband's  mother  - 
(Business  -  then  hands  Mrs>  Jefficies  letter  - 
this  action  indicates  that  she  will  not  expose 
Mrs.  Jeffries  -  looks  at  her,  then  at  letter  ~ 
pause ) 

Capt.  Clinton 

(impressed  hv  the  dipAitv  aigd  apnearance  of  IJrs.  Jeffries,  Sr.) 
I  "beg  your  pardon  Madam  -  I  wanted  to  tell  Hr.  Brewster  I  was 
going  - 

fEnter  Servant  D.  R.) 
Bus.  of  handing  letter) 

Annie 

Dlease  inform  Mr.  Brewster,  Captain  Clinton  is  going  — 
(Business  -  Servant  Z  to  D.  L.  and  exit) 

Ca:t.  Clinton 
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Capt,  Clinton 


(WatQhes  Annie  .  then  laugha  at  her)  7/ell  -  you  might  as  we3.1 
own  up  -  you*ve  played  a  tilck  on  him  - 

( Laughs ) 
You*ve  played  a  triok  on  all  of  us  - 

Annie 

Fo  Captain  Clinton  I  told  you  t:-;e  simple  truth  -  and  -  nat- 
urally -  you  don't  "believe  it  - 

Capt.  Clinton 

The  simple  truth  may  do  for  r.  Brewster  -  "but  it  won't  do 
for  me  •  I  never  expected  this  mysterious  witness,  who  was 
going  to  prove  that  Underwood  committed  suicide  to  make  an 
appearance  did  I,  Malony  -  and  why  not?  -  because,  begging 
your  pardon  for  doubting  your  word,  there's  no  such  a  person  - 

Annie 

And  begging  your  pardon  for  disputing  your  word  Captain  Clinton 
there  is  such  a  person. 

Capt.  Clinton 

Then  where  is  she? 

(Annie  business  -  pause  -  enter  -^rewster  D.L.) 
1*11  #ell  you  where  she  is  -  she^s  right  hare  —  Annie  Jeffries 
you're  the  wdmah  who  visited  Underwood  the  night  of  his  death  - 
and  I  don't  hesitate  to  say  so  -  I've  said  it  right  alone  - 
haven't  I  Ilajoney? 

Annie 

You  certainly  told  the  newspapers  so  - 

Capt.  Clinton 

I've  got  your  record  at  lew  Hai^en.  I  know  all  about  you  and 
your  folks  -  youl:new  the  men  when  th^^^y  v/dre  at  College  -  you 
knew  Underwood  before  you  knew  young  Jeffries  -  it  was  Underwood 
who  introduced  you  to  your  husband  -  it  was  Underwood  who 
aroused  your  husband's  jealousy  —  you  went  to  his"  rooms  that 
night  -  your  husband  followed  you  there  -  and  the  shooting  took 
place  -  false  confession,  eh?  Hsrpnotism,  eh?  I  guess  it's 
the  International  and  Constitutional  law  for  yours  after  this 
Mr,  Brewster  — 

Azmie 


Is  that  so  - 


% 
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i^rewster 
(To  Annie)   I'lease  say  notliing* 

Annie 
Eo   -I  guess  I'll  let  the  captfln  talk  -  go  on  captain— 

Exs .   Jeffries 

{ C omes  down  stage )  Annie  -  the  truth  must  come  out  sooner  or 
later  -  here  sir  - 

Annie 

Bo  -  no  -  not  tonight. 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Yes  nov7.     Here  sir  - 

(Biyq^-n^aa,    plafifi   lettor  1n  Ca-fita1n'.s  hand    - 
"bus,  he  reads  it) 

Captain  Clinton 

Thank  jrou  Madam* 

J-RnanTiftaa,   Mrs.    Jeffries.    Sr.    sinks   into  Ch^ir 

-  head  on  desk)      (Reads)  \ 

Dear  ^rs.   Jeffries  - 

( Business  L. 
From  Eohert  Underwood  -  Dear  iirs.   Jeffries  - 

(Loo.;fes  at  Annlft) 
Is  that  onnelusive?     What  did  I  tell  you?  -  I  — 

CEuainess  -.   .qfifiTiR  1  fitter  qi3lx,"kly) 
Shall  he   found  dead  tomorrow  -  suicide  eh?     \?hy  this  - 
jrhis  is  a  forgery  -^ 

("R]lfiinf=^«^,    "RrAwatft-r   1  nnka   at    Iftttftr.    rminin.V,. 

Holds  Cantain  arm) 

Brewster 

Permit  me  -  thank  you# 

(Looks  over  letter) 
If  it's  a  forgery  it  will  he  a  very  simple  matter  for  you  to 
prove  it  - 

( BuBinesaL  !P  o  Mrs .  Jeffrie  a ) 
Is  this  the  envelooe?  Shank  you. 

Capt.  Clinton 

And  now  ^^t3*   Jeffries  I'll  trouble  you  to  go  with  me  to  head- 
quarters. 

( Business  -  hoth  women  stand  un  ^r  if  ready  to 
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Brewster 

i^rs.   Jeffriea  will  not   go  with  you  -  slie  has  made  no  attempt 
to  leave   tlie   state  - 

Capt,  Clinton 
She's  7;anted  at  Police  Headquarters. 

Srewster 
She'll  be   there  tomorrow  mornii]^  - 

Capt.   Clinton 

She'll  he  there  tonight  - 

(■Bnalness  ~  looks  at  Brewster  who  returna  h1fl 

piaze.     Pause) 
The  moment  she  attempts  to  leave  the  house,   I  shall  arrest 
her.     Good  night  Mr,  Brewster. 

Annie 

Good  night  Captain  Clinton  - 

( Smiles  at  him) 

Capt.   Clinton 

1*11  see  you  later  -  Come  on  Malioney. 

(Exit  Cax>t.  Clinton  and  ISflaloaey  D^L.) 

Annie 

What  a  sweet  amiahle  disposition  - 

f  BrewRtftr   turns    on   kr\r\i^    gnlftkly,    hlr,  Tnanner  i 

has  changed) 

Bre7/ster 
Ton  are  not  the  woman  to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed  - 

Annie 
Uo  —  I  — 

Brew4ter 

It  is  your  intention  to  go  on  the  vrLtness  stand  and  commit 
perjury  Is  it? 

Annie 

I  don*t  know,   I  —  I  never  thought   of  it  — 
{ Repeat ) 


30 

Commit  j^erjury? 

Brewster 

(Q^q  M-rs>  Jeffries.  Sr)   And  is  it  your  intention  to  allow  her 
to  do  so? 

Mrs*  Jeffries 

Ho  -  no  - 

Brewster 

(Business  with  envelope)      This  letter  is  addressed  to  you  -  at 
your  59th  Street  residence  and  is   intended  for  you  — 

^^rs.   Jeffries 

Yes  - 

Brewster 

Then  I  repeat,   is  it  your  intention  to  perjure  yourself  - 

(B^iRlnfiSR   ~  AnTi1f>    dnpta  nol?   reply) 
I  assume  that  it   is   -  but   let  mo   ask  you  -  do  j'-ou  expect  me, 
as  your  counsel,  to  heccsne  participj^e  criminis  to  this  tissue 
of  lies  —  am  I   expected  to  "build  up  a  falae  structure   for  you 
to  swear  to?     Am  I? 

Annie 

I  don't  know  -  I  haven't  thought  of  it  - 

Cf?i3fldpn1y- j» -as- if  the  idoa  s^^ated^good) 
If  it  can  he  clone  -  why  not  -  why  not  -  I*m  glad  you  suggested 
it  — 

Brewster 

I   suggest  it? 

Annie 

Yes  -  it  never  occurred  to  me   till  you  spoke  and  now  -  everj-^- 
"body  says  I*m     -   I'm  the  7/oman  who  called  on  Rohert  Underwood 
that  night   —  well  -  that's  all  right  -   let  them  think  so 
What  difference  does  it  make  as  long  as  Howard  goes   free? 

CTums  to  Go) 
Good  night,  Mrs.   Jeffries  - 

Brewster 

Don't  go  -  Captain  Clinton's  men  are  waiting  outside  - 

Annie 


3CfGj  i 
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Azmie 

That   doesn't  matter. 

Brewster 

But  you  must  not  go  -  they'll  arrest  you  -  Annie  -  you  will 
please  remain  here. 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

Annie  

Annie 

I  wouldn't  keep  Captain  Clinton  waiting  for  the  world  - 
G-ood  night  ^r«  Brewster  -  and  G-od  hi  ess  you  - 


Annie  I 


^rewster 


Annie 
({Phrowg  him  a  kiaa   anr)    riishea    off  atage^    ,. 
Mrs.   Jeffries  slips  off  her  chair  gently  onto 
floor  in  a  faint) 


Brewster 
Will  I'll  he  


-:-  C  IJ  B  1?  A  I  1  -:- 


-:-  A  C  5}     IT  -:- 


ACT     I  Y. 


SCEHE:  Dining  room  in  flat  pooupied  "bj     Ilr..  and  iirs^ 

'^  Howard  Jeffrie  a «   Jr«     It  is  a  plain  unpreten- 

tious S40*00  a„montii  flat. 


Come  in* 


As  curtain  ris^es,  Imiie  is  preparing  a  meal. 
detail  and  l)u"siness  of  Taylag3lafl.e--^Q2LJ^ajQ^-- 
after  placing  materials  on  table  she  goes  into 
the  Titehen  I  *  C>  and  "bring^g  jout  rolls*  etc* »' 
placing  same  on  t alb le  -•  e ve ry  now  and  then  she 
1  ooks  anxjousX/  at  Dl  L* ,  and  a  bend  of  "bus  ine  s  s 
she^^es  to  3)«  a5d  listens  «■  at  this  point  - 
■fc'eT   _______„ 

Annie 

(Business  -»  the  door  shakes*  Annie _reme^ii^ejE:s 
that  the  door  isTooked.  Xes  i^uicklr  o_Yer_t9 
opem  lt>  J^'nter  l>r«  BeriEiiein, 

Dr.  Bernstein 

Good  morning  ^rs«  Jeffries* 

( Busi ne s s  puts  down  medical  hag) 
Well,  how  is  ouf^ patients 

Annie 

All  right.   Doctor*     He  had  a  splendid  night^s  rest-     1*11  call 
him. 

Dr.  Bernstein 

lever  mind  -  I  went  to  talk  to  you  -  I5ay  I  — 

(Business) 

(Pauses  as  if  ^uncertainl 
^rs.  Jeffries  -  your  hushand  needs  a  change  of  scene  -  he'^ 
worrying  —  that  fainting  speil  last  night  ?/as  only  a  symptom. 
I*m  afr^jbd  he'll  break  down  -  unless  —  unless,  •• 

Annie 

Unless  -  what? 

( Bus i ne s  3^,  Ji^mp-S-aii-^-  sDJind  jfrom.  kitchen ) 
Q|h  lord  I  -  the  milk  is  boiling  over. 

( Rushes  into  kitchen  -  she  remains   out  of  sight 

a  moment  and  then  returD-a-l 
Excuse  me  ~ 

(.Sits) 
So  that's  \7hat's  the  matter  — 


Dr.  Bemstoin 

YoTir  hTis"band  is  under     a  deep  mental   strain  ^vlrs .   Jeffries  - 
Ms   inability  to  support  you  -  hia  ina'bility  to  occupy  Ms 
position  in  tlie   social  world -is  mental  torture.     He   feels 
disgrace  keenly  and  tliere  is   notMng  else  to  occupy  Ms 
mind  but  the  thoughts  of  utter  and  complete   failure  in  life  - 
I   77as  talking'  to  his   father  last  night  and  — 

Annie 

And  — 

( Draws  herself  up I 

Dr.  Bernstein 

How  don't  regard  me  as  an  enemy  because  Me.Jeffcies  enquired 
after  his  sen  -  believe  me  he's  very  anxious  -  he  ienows  he 
did  the  boy  a  great  injustice  and  he  wants  to  make  up  for  it. 

Annie 
How  does  he  propose  to  do  it? 

Dr.  Bernstein 
(Looks  at  her  -  pause  «»  business)  Is  there  something  bruning? 

Annie 

Oh  good  gracious*     Q?he  bacon  must  be   a  cinder  by  this   time. 

(Business   -   ruches  into  kitchen  then  returns^ 
Excuse  me  -  tho   frying  pan  vras  too  near  the   fire  -  will  you 
have   some  lunch  with  us? 

Dr.  Bernstein 

(Shakes  his  head  -  pause  -  then  business)  Mrs.  Jeffries  ft 
suppose  your  husband  went  abroad  for  a  few  months  with  his 
father  and  mother? 

Annie 
Is  that  the  preposition? 

Dr.  Ber-nstein 
I  believe  .t.  Jeffries  has  spoken  to  his  son. 

Annie 

fie  wants  to  separate  U3  -  he'd  £:ive  half  his   fortune  to  do  it  - 
and  -  perhaps  he's  not   ^.Itogether  wrong  -   things  look  pretty 
black  for  rae  don't   they  -   'everybody  believes  that  my  going 
to  see  Underwood  that  night  had  seme thing  to  do  with  his   suicide 


ssN^. 


and  led  to  my   husbana  bein^  fb-lsely  accused.  Yhe   police 
built  up  a  fine  romance  "between  Mr.  Underwood  ""and  me  - 
and  the  papers  the  limit. 

(^'^?4l^®^s  ~  thro7/s  up  "botli  liands  ) 
Every  other  dyy  a  reporfcer  conies  and  asks  us  when  the   di- 
vorce is  going  to  take  place   -  a^d  who  is   going  to  institute 
the  proceedings  -  Howard  or  me   -  if  everybody  7/ould   only  mird 
their  own  business  ana  let  us  alone  he  might   forget  — 

(Business) 
I   don  t  mean  you^   Pr.  Bernstein  -you re  my  friend,   you  and  Mr. 
■^rewster  settled  Captain  Clinton  and  that   false  confession.     I 
mean  people   -   outsiders  -   strangers  -  who  don't     know  us  and 
don't  care  whether  we^re  alive  or  dead  -  those  are  the  people 
I  mean  -  they  br^y  a   one   cent  paper  and  they  think  that   it   gives 
them  a  right  to  pry  into  every  little   detail  of  our  lives; 

(Pause ) 
-  and  so  you  think' he   is  under  a  mental  strain  -  well  I   think 
so  too  —  I  thought   it  was  because   of  the  letter  that  Mr. 
Undervfood  wrote  me   ~  but  I   guess  it's  this  life  -  his   old 
friends  won't  have   anything  to  do  with  him  and  -  he's  lonely  - 
7;ell,  I'll  talk  it   over  with  Howard  - 

( Pause ) 
Seen  ^r«  Brewster  lateljr? 

Dr.  Bernstein 
Hot  since  he  sailed  for  Europe. 

Annie 
He's  a  fine  man  osn't  he? 

Br.  Bernstein 
Yes  —  indeed  —  well,  you  see  Howard  and  — • 

Annie 
Bid  you  promise  his  father  you'd  ask  me? 

Br.  Bernstein 
lo  -  not  exactly  — 

Annie 

Howard's  a  pretty  good  fellow  to  stand  by  me  in  the  face  of  all 
that's  being  said  about  ray  character  isn't  he  -  and  I'm  not 
going  to  stand  in  ^is  light  Bri  Bernstein  „  even  if  it  don't 
exactly  make  me  the  happiest  woman  in  the  world  -  but  don't 
let  it  trickle  into  your  mind  that  I'm  doir^  it  for  his 
father's  Sake. 

( Enter  Howard  B  ._L . ) 
Hello  Howard  -  did  you  wake  up?  Br.  Bernstein  didn't  like  to 
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dlBturb  you  -  go  v/e    just  talked  -  excuse  me  a  moment  - 

(Goes  Into  kitclien} 

Howard 

How  do  Doctor? 

Dr.  Bernstein 

How  do  jrou  feel? 

(Business    »   takftH   "h-!  a   hf^.-nr]    ■■    -Pfiftl «    p77l  hp  ) 

Howard 

First  rate  -  I'm  all  2'igh.t-  — 

(Looks  at  them  in  sui'prise) 
Wiiat^s  an  this  anxiety  al)out  me? 

Annie 

(Brings  in  dishes)  Howard  mixes  his  meals.  Doctor  -  he 
always  eats  Ms  lunch  for  breakfast  - 

(JLaughs) 
Don't  you? 

(Business  with  table ) 

Howard 
Hum  -  the  smell  of  toast  makes  me  hungry* 

Annie 

Well,  it  isn't  toast  -  it*s  burnt  "bacon. 

( To  Doctor) 

Are  you  sure  you  won't  join  us? 

(Business  -  fixes  Hoy/ard's  chair  -  he  Ids  him 
to  butter,  etc».  waits  on  him  ■*  like  a  seryant) 

Dr.  Bernstein 

He  thanks  - 

( Laughs ) 
I'll  drop  in  this  evening  -  good  bye,  Mrs.  Jeffries  -  good- 
bye Howard. 

Howard 

Good-bye  —  good-bye. 

( Suaines^  -  Dr.  Bernstein  .Qxi  ta ) 
He's  a  good  fellow  -  is  Dr.  Bernstein  - 


^es  - 


Annie 
(Pour a   out   coffee  -   serving  him) 


Hov7ard 

He  lielped  'i^rewster  rnake  a  muiikey  of  '^'aptain  Clinton  all  right. 
I^liat  did  lie  want? 

Annie 

To  see  you. 

Howard 

About  last  night?     Oh,   that  was  nothing*     Just  a  little  spell. 
You're  the   one  that  needs  tuning  up.     I  heard  you  crying 
last  night  -  you  thought   ^  was  asleep  -  hut   J-  wasn't  -   L  didn't 
say  anything  because  -  well  -  I   felt  kinder  blue  myself. 

{Sighs) 

Annie 

I  7?as   thinking  fiver  -  thinl^ing   over  what  ^eWe     been  through 
together  -  an:    I've  been  thinking  over  what  they're   saying 
about  U3  - 

Howard 

Let  thera  say  what  they  like  -  '.vhy  should  we  care  as  long  as 
we ' TO   happy • 

Annie 
Yes  -  but  -  are  we  happy? 

Howard 
Of  course  we  are. 

Annie 

(Looks  at  him  tenderly)   That's  when  you  don't  think  of  what 
you've   lost,   \jut   socner  or  later  you'll  ask  yourself  the   ques- 
tion everybody  seems   to  be   asking  — 

Howard 

What  question? 

Annie 

Yesterday  -  the  bell  rang  and  a  gentleman  said  he  wanted  to  see 
you.  I  told  hin  you  were  out  and  he  said  I'd  do  just  as  well  - 
he  handed  me  a  card  -  on  it  was  the  name  of  the  newspaper  he 
represented. 
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Howard 


Annie 


He  asked  me  -  .if  it  7;as  trr.e   that  proceedings  for  a  divorepr   j 
were  s,"bout  to  be   instituted  -  if  so  -  when  -  and  wotlld   i  giVe 
him  some  information  on  the  suhject.     I  asked  him  who  wanted, 
the  information  and  he  said  the   readers   of  his  paper  -  the 
people   »»  I  "believe  he  said   orer  a  million  of  them  -  .just  thini 
Howard,   over  a  laillion  people  not   counting  your  father  -  your 
friends  and  relations  all  anxiously  waitiiig  to  loiow  why  y<|U 
dofe^*t  get  rid  of  me  -  V7hy  you  t'^onH  "believe  me  to  "be  as  h^,' 
^-s]  thoy  thiiili  I   am  -  '    •' 

Howard 

Annie 
That's  t:ie    fact  isntt  it? 

Howard 


Annie 
to  hold  you 

I*ve  made  a  hard   fight^Howard  -  hut  I'm  going  to  give   it  up. 
I*m  through  -  I'm  through  — 

Howard 

Annie    old  girl  -  I  may  be   weal:  -  I  may  "be  "blind  -  hut  nohody 
on  top  of  God's  green  earth  can  tell  me  that  you're  not  the 
squarest,  straightest  little  woman  that  ever  lived.     I  don't 
care  a  damn  what   one  million  or  eighty  million  think  -  Sup- 
posing you  did  get  letters   from  Hnderwood  -   supposing  you  did 
fo  to  J  his  place  and  heg  him  not  to  kill  himself  -  what   of  it  - 
don't  "believe  what  they  say  -  "because   I  can't  believe  it. 
I've  tried  and  I  can't  -   it   i3n't  in  me   to  thinl:  "badly  of  you 
and  that's  all  there  is  to  it. 

Annie 

Howard,   you're    just  splendid   -  and   I   feel  proud    of  you, but 
you're   only  a  boy  and  — 

(Pause) 
What  of  the   future  -  the  years  to  come 

(Business  -  Fo^-rard's  face   fa.lla ) 
AJi  -  you  sde  -  you've  thought  a"bout  it  too  -  and  you're  trjring 
to  hide   it   from  m^   -  but  you  can't  Howard  -  you  can't  -  your 
father  w?.rts  you  to  go  abroad  with  the   family  - 


fiowavd 

Well? 

Asnle 
Well  -  I  t.ink  you'd  "better  go  - 

Howard 
Indeed  — 

Aamie 

^e  wants  you  to  t&ke   your  position  in  tbe  world  -  tlie  posit  1  or: 
you* re  entitled  to  taJve  -  the  position  that  I'm  preventing 
you  from  taking  - 

Howard 

Yes^-  father  has  spo^n  to  me  ah  out  it  -  he  wants  to  be   friends 
now  and  do  what  he  can  for  me  —  ind  I  -  I  admit  I've  promised 
to  consider  -  but  — 

Annie 

You* re  going  to  accept  his  offer  Howard  -  you  owe  it  to  your- 
self -  to  your  family  -  and  — 

a  million  anxious  readers  — 

Howard 

Annie  —  f/hy  do  you  work  against  yourself  —  all  the  time. 
You  lnio\?  that  I'd  like  to  be   friendly  with  my   family  and  visit 
my  relations,   friends  and  all  that  -  but  you  keep  urging  me 
on  and  urging  me   on  -  it   isn't   fair  to  yourslef. 

Annie 

Yes  it  is  -  I'm  not  working  agtxinst  myself  Howard  -  I  want  you 
to  be  happy  and  you're  not  heppy  -  you  can't  be  happy  under 
these  conditions  -  now  be  honest  with  me  -mean  you? 
j^use) 

Howard 

€an  you? 

Annie 

Ho  -  not  unless  you  are?  Whatever  happiness  I've  had  in  life, 

I  owe  to  you and  &od  knov7s  yo-u've  had  notliing  but  trouble 

from  me.  I  did  wrong  -  wrong  -  wronr  -  to  marry  you  and  I'm 
willing  to  pay  the  penalty  I've  evened  matters  up  a  bit  with 
your  family  -  not  let  me  try  and  square  up  with  you. 
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Howard 

What  do  you  mean  -  evened  matters  up  with  iny  family? 

Annie 

Well  -  that's  a  little  -  ;)ust  a  little  affair  of  my  o^vn  - 
a  little   side  Issue*     Come  Howard  -  vou  must  do  ifehat*s  best 
for  yourself  -  and  in  doing  that  you^ll  do  what's  hest   for 
me    •  •  • 

( Business ) • 
You  imist*  * 

I'm  going  to  pack  up  your  things  anci  you  ean  go  just  as  sooik 
as  you*ve   finished  your  breakfast* 

Howard 

(Bus.  He  pushes  dishes  awav  £rom  him.     Sighs)     I  have 
finished... 

Annie 

(Business.  Faroes  a  oheerfai  attitude)  I'm  sorry  your  last 

meal  was  a  burnt  one. 

(Bus,  clear  a??ay  things  on  table.  Pause*  She 
airolces  his  hair7  '  ' 

Come  —  it's  all  for  the  best. 

Howard 

Well  —  p^r'aps  —  you're  right  - 

(Bualneas  lights  a  nififarfittfi ) 
!daybe  a  little  trip  through  Europe  will  do  me  good  -  kinda 
pull  me  together  -  so  to  speak  • 

Annie. 

Of  coiirse  it  will  —  you*  11  break  down  or  something  if  you 
don' t  go    . 

Howard 

And  what  are  you  going  to  do? 

Annie 

Oh  I  shall  be  all  right  —  I'll  go  and  live  in  the  country 
for  a  few  months  -  I'm  tired  of  the  city. 

Howard 

So  am  I  -  this  city  anyhow  -  but  i  hate  like  the  deuce  to 
leave  you  alone  — 
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Annie 

A  trip  abroad  is  just  v/hat  you  need  -why  your  face  has 
hrightened  up  already. 

Howard 

I  wish  you  could  go  with  me* 

Annie 

Qjgjiglis)      Your  father's  society,  doesn't  make   such  a  frantic 
appeal  to  me  as  you  might   th?23lL  it   does  —  where  is   it  - 
i-'aris   or  Sv;itzerland? 

Howard 

I  fi-fli  1  y )     London,  -aris  -  Vienna  -^no  I  thijok  1*11  cut  Vienna   ' 
out  -  I'm  a  married  loan  -  I  mustn  t   forget  that  - 

Annie 

^^^Kaidis  "look  at  him)     Why,   you-'ve   fotgotten  it  already  Howa^ 
'-  A^V  you're  such  a  boy  —  a  little  pleasure  trip  and  all  is  ""' 

forgotten. 

Howard 
Well  -  now  -  you  said  you  wanted  me   to  go  -  and   forg-et  - 

Annie 
And  I  do  -  Howard  you*ve  roade  me   quite  happy  -  yes  you  have. 

Howard 

You  love  me  and  yet  you're  happy  because  I'm  going  away  -  I 
don't  follow  that  line  of  reasoning. 

Annie 

It  isn't  reason  -     it's  what  1^  feel  —   I   guess  a  man  wants  to 
have  what  he   loves  -  and  a  woman  is  satisfied   just  to  love  - 
what   she  y/ants  -  anywcy  I'm  glad   —   I'm  glad  you're   going  - 
Go  and   —  tell  your  father. 

Howard 

I'll  telephone  him  - 

(Business,    gets  hat) 

Annie 

That's  right  -  I'm  glad  it's  settled  — 
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Howard 
Where's  my  cane  -  ah. 

Azmie 

And  V7hile  you*  re   out   get  mc   some   tea  and  — 

{ Pause  -  "^  at  him  a  moment) 

llo  -  I   shan't  need  it  nt    .  "**• 

(Juyas  aiay  -  "b  raeta^apJ 
Don't  be   long  will  you? 

Howard     ** 

Come   right  "back  -  By  George  I     I   feel  quite   excited  at  the 
prospect  -  it*s  awfully  good   of  you  old  girl  to  -  to  think 
of  me   -  I  don't  think  there  are  many  wacien  like  you  - 

Annie 

How  don' t  spoil  me  «  . 

(Lifts  UP  tray  ^  about  to_go)  _  ' 

Howard 

Wait  till  I  kiss  you  good-bye. 

(gakes  tray  from  her  -  places  it  on  table) 

Good-bye  -  won't  be  long  — 

(Business,  bangs  door.  As  .-jcon  as  Howard  has 
gone  aiiQ  giyea  way  aa^  alts  in  se^t,  loa^is  he^r 

head  on  table  and  sobs.  Business  ~  After  a  :gx 
short  while  she  laughs  at  herself  -  and  picis  i 
UP  tray,  takes  it  into  kitchen  ^  bnaineas  t^e> 
sound  of  rushing  water  is  heard  off  as  if  a 
tap  were  runnin^N  -  then  bell.  Business  -  las 
soon  as  bell  is  heard^  Annie  starts  and  dries  \ 
Platter  -  there  is  a  crash  -  she  then  proceeds 
to  dry  her  eys  -  goes  to  door  L.  -   partly 
opens  it ) 

Annie 
Who's  that? 

Brewster 
(  Off  Stage)  Someone  to  kee  you  Mrs.  Jeffries. 

Annie 

(Partly  closes  door)   Oh  Mr.  Brewster  -  just  a  second  -  just 
a  half  a  second 


'"'^^*'''^''™^'*t"iB'*'**«|'taM 


p'f '  ^  ^tkmmtifniixftMJti^ 
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(Closes  door  -  Business  ruahes  to  glaaa,  looks 
at  herself*  Ooes  to  side  "board  ^  ael  7.eg  a  aer« 

-jgi^ttet  v^Xs   spme  gowctereA  sugar  qh  it »^,lmrrle^-> 
ly  powders  nose  with  it  «  Business  and  ,„thea  &3QS- 
to  door,  opens  lt«  Enter  Brewster  -  he  looks  at 

Jher  a  moment } 


Annie 

Come  in  Mr.  Brewster  -  I*m  so  glad  to  see  you. 

Brewster 

If  you  put  a  little  more  powder  on  that  left  eyelid  I  shan't 
see  you've  "been  crying  - 

Annie 

( taughs )  I  might  have  known  I  couldn't  fteceive  you  -  I'm  so 
glad  to  see  you  -  won't  you  sit  down? 

Brewster 

Your  hushand  passed  ije   6n  th-^    stairs  and  didH't  know  me. 

(Sits) 

Annie 
The  passageway  is  so  dark. 

Brewster 
Yes. 


Annie 


Where  have  you  heen? 


Brewster 
Mostly  at  sea.  When  does  your  hus'band  leave  you? 

Anni  e 
How  do  you  know  that  — 

Brewster 

Hadn't  been  hack  in  Hew  York  an  hour  when  his   father's  lawyer 
asked  mo   for  all  the   evidence   I  had.     They  want  to  use  it 
against  you  -  the   idea  is   that  he    shall  go  ahroad  with  his 
father  thd.  that  divorce  proceedings  will  "be  hegun  during  his 
ahsenee . 
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Annie 
Howard  kno-.TS  nothing  alDotit  it, 

Brewster 


Sure? 


Quite  sure* 


Annie 


Brewster 


But  he  is  going  away? 

Annie 
Yes  -  I  want  him  to  go  -  I  am  sending  him  away  - 

Brewster 

Do  you  know  they  intend  to  make  Robert  Underv/ood  the  ground 
■for  the  application  for  divorce  and  to  use  your  own  per- 
jured testimony  as  a  weapon  against  you  -  you  see  what  a 
lie   leads  to  -   there's  no   end   to   it   -  and  you  are   compelled 
to  go   on  lying  to  suppoart  the    original  lie   -  and  that's 
precisely  where  I   interjjene. 

Annie 

(Hods)   I  knew  you  were  going  to  scold  me  - 

Brewster 

Scold  you  -  llo  -  it's  myself  I*m  scolding  -  it's  my  fault  - 
you  did  what  you  thought  was  right  and  I  allowed  you'  to  do 
what  I  kne7/  was  wrong  - 

Anni  e  ' 

You  made  t7/o  miserable  women  happy  -   surely  you're  not   sorry 
for  that  are  you? 

Brewster 

s 

I  don't  know  -  I  try  to  excuse  myself  on  those  grounds  hut  it 
won't  work  -  I  violated  mj   oath  as  a  lawyer  -  my  integrity 
as  a  man  -  my  honor  -  my  -  self  respect  -  all  upset  -  I've 
been  a  very  unpleasant  companion  for  myself  lately. 

Annie 

I  should  say  so  if  you  made  t'.ll  that  fass  about  something  that 
somebody  elde  did  -  why  Should  you  do  pennance  for  my  sins  - 
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Brewster 

I  should  have  prevented  it. 

Annie 

Hov7?     My  affidavit  was  {5V7ora  to  when  you  arrived  at  Police 
headquarters  -  You  were  too  late  Mr,  Brewster  -  Captain 
Clinton  said  you  didn't  understand     oliee  Court  methods  - 
those  gentlemen  get  up  very  early  - 

Brewster 

I  should  have  gone  before  the  grand  jury  and  told  them  the 
truth. 

Annie 

And  send  me  to  prison  -  is  that  what's  worrying  you  -  that 
you  dion't   send  me  to  prison? 

Brewster 

(T.onlfR  Rt    Atiyita,    l,oii{^nff)      Ho  Annie  -  although  you  richly  deserve 
it,   hut   I'll  have  no  more  lies  -  and  that's  what  h rings  me  here 
this  morning  -  the   first  mcve   they  make  against  you  and  I'll 
tell  the  whole   truth  - 

Annie 

I   don't  "'-elieve  Howards   father  will  dare  to  proceed  without  his 
consent, 

Brewster 

Howard* s  father  is  -  a  -  a  - 

(Hesitates) 

Annie 

'.Von't  you  please  say  it? 

Brewster 
Yes  -  I  will  -  he's  ag  obstinate,  self  satisfied  old  martinet, 

Annie 

Is   that  all  -  I  boped  you'd   put   it   a  little  stronger  -  between 
you  and   -:e  and   the  gate    ^ost  -  I'm  as  tired   of  the   Jeffries   fam- 
ily as  they  are   of  me.     I  -  I   love  Howard  -mbut  he's  unhappy 
away   from  them  and  I  -  well  I   -   doh't  care  what  becomes   of  me 
as  long  as  he's  happy.     If  they  do   succeed  in  influencing  him 
to  bring  a  suit  against  me  -  I   shan't   defend  it. 


X4 

Brewster 

Perhaps  not  -  ■but  I  ^5.11  -  now  see  here   -  you  eame   to  me  gnd 
pestered  me  with  appeals   for  help  until  I   tcok  up  your  case  - 
didn^t  you? 

Annie 
Idid  indeed  - 

Brewster 
Well  -now  I'm  interested  I'm  going  to  see  you  through  - 

Annie 
But    I  am  through  - 

Brewster 

Ho,   you're  not  -  your  case  is   still  on  -  now  please  don't   try 
and  argue     with  me  -   those  people  can  gc    just  sfi  far  -  and  no 
farther  -  you  thought  it   right   to  protect  her  good  name  didn't 
you  - 

Annie 
Yes  - 

Brewster 
Well  I  thini:  it  right  to  protect  yours  - 

Annie 

You  know  I   thin!-:  you're  angry  "becauGe  Mr.    Jeffries  left  you  and 
went  to  another  lawyer  - 

Brewster 

Angry  -  angry  -   I   

{ Laughs } 
'pon  my  soul,   Annie   -  i   think  you're  right   -   I'm  so  angry  with 
old  Jeffries   I  could   -   I   coul     -  almos*  — 

(Business) 

Annie 
So  could   I  -  hut  what's  the  use? 

Brewster 
It's  unjust  -  Annie  -   it's  unrighteous  - 
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it*s  impossitle  - 

Annie 
But  I  am  to  "blame. 

Brewster 
You're   too  anxious  to  "blame   yourself  - 

Annie 

Let  me  tell  you  something',  -"'r.  Brewster  -  his  father  was 
right  when  he  said  I  took  advantage  of  him  -  I  did.  I  saw 
that  he  was  sentimental  and  self  willed  and  -  and  all  that 
and  I  started  out  to  attract  him  from  the  very  first.  I 
was  tired  of  the  life  I  was  living  -  the  hard  work  and  loni- 
liness  and  I  made  up  my   mind  to  catch  him  if  I  could  -  and 
I  did  -  I  didnH  think  it  was  wrong  then  -  "but  I  do  no*  - 
and  there's  something  else  -  I'm  older  than  he  is  -  three 
years  older  and  he  thinks  I'm  three  years  younger  and  that 
he's  protecting  me  from  the  world  -  protecting  me  - 

lliaiigJit  sadlyi 
Isn't  that  a  joke?  I  told  him  my  father  was  a  clergyman  - 
and  that  my  family  were  highly  religious  -  Oh  I  can't  half 
remem"ber  what  I  did  tell  him  ~  btit  - 

(Shakes  her  head) 
I  deceived  him  al)out  my  age  -  and  -  and  - 

•i^rewster 

Well  -  You're  not   the    first  woman  who  has  done  that   -  believe 

me  -  it's   quite  a  popular  form  of  feminine  deception  h07/ever  - 

you'll  look  twenty- five  when  he's  forty  and  that's  an  extenu- 
ating circumstances  - 

Annie 

I  took  advantage  of  hi;.,  ignorance  of  life  ilr.  Brewster  -  his 
inexperience,  and  I've  made  up  my  mind  that  I  won't  allow  this 
one  mistake  to  ruin  his  life  -  he's  a  "boy  -;;;a  mere  "boy  -  I'm 
zx±  a  woman  -  not  a  simpering  giri  -  I  repeat  it's  my  fault  - 
and  I'm  going  to  give  him  another  chance. 

Brewster 

He's  twenty- five  -  and  if  boys  of  that  age  are  not  men  -  they 
never  will  be  -  upon  my  word  -  if  I  was  twenty- five  I'd  let 
this  divorce  go  through  and  mairy  you  myself. 

Annie 

Oh  ^r.  Brewster  -  " 
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Brewster 

But  I'm  novv  -  so  we  won't  discuss   it  -  now  don't  pretend  to 
T^e  pleased . 

Annie 

But  I  am  pleased  Mr*  Brewster  -  w'^^ether  you  meant  it  or  not  - 
It  was  a  nice  thing  to  say  - 

Brewster 

At  this  precise  momf.nt  I   can't   say  whether  I  meant   it   or  not 
"but  you're  not  a'bt)ve  telling  unpleasant  truths  ahout  your- 
self -  and  God  Imows   that's   rare  enough  in  a  woman  ~   or  a 
man  either  - 

(Enter  Howard  D.  R>  He  opens  door  with  key  - 
Yale  lock)  "  " 

Howard 

IZr.  Brewster  -  well  - 

B^wwster 

How  do  you  do  young  man  -  hum  -  you  lock  very  pleased  with 
yourself, 

Howard 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  I&ve  had  to  thank  you  for  your- 
your  -  kindness  - 

Brewster 

You  can  thank  your  wife  my  hoy.      So  you're  going  ah  road  -  eh? 

Howalrd 

Yes  -  did  Annie  tell  you? 

( Brewster  nods) 
It's  only  for  a  few  months • 

Brewster 

Only  for  a   few  months  eh? 

Howard 

I've  just  told  father  -over  the  phone  -  that  I'd  made  up  m$ 
mind  t  o  g  o  - 

Brewster 

Well  -  I    don't  approve   of   it  - 


3)on  t  interrupt  me,   young  man  —   I   don't  ax^prove   of  it   -  and        \ 
you  can  tell  your  father  i   said  so   —  Vv 

iMLLL  ^ 

Anni  e 

Mr,  Brewster  -  please  — 

(Annie  feoes   to  door  E..    ooens   it.     Enter  ^^rs » 

Howard   Jeffries.   Sr.) 
i>irs.    Jeffries  —  come   in  — mHoward  is  here. 


Mrs*   Jeffries 

Annie  - 

(Business ) 

Mr.  Brewster  —   this  is  an  unexpected  pleasure   - 

(BuRineas    -    ahakas   hP.-nrla    w1t>i    Mr^    B-rftaratftrl 
Howard  - 


Mother   — 


Howard 


airs.   Jeffries 


I  want   to  see  you,  Annlr  -  I   thought  perhaps  you'd  "be   alone 
and- 

Brewster 

Nothing  easier  —  I  want  to  talk  to  you  young  man  —  what  roo  ? 
is  that? 

(Points  up  stage) 


The  kitchen. 


Annie 


Brewster 


And  that 


(Points  D.L.2.) 
Howard 


My  room  - 


Brewster 


3^hat'll  do  - 

Wiia  you  excuse  -as  a  few  minutes  - 


,.s,TfkjiMji..M^  -..^..f^f^^L- 
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Annie 
Certainly  - 

Bre?/ster 
(Takes  rIoward*s  arm)     Come   on  — 

Howard 
Yes,   "but  - 

Erewster 

If  you'll  kindlv  x^ermit  me   -  1*11  do  the  talking  -  Come  alone. 
(Exit  D.   L.,    folloyyjd  by  Howard  D.   L.) 

Ivlrs.   Jeffries 

Annie   —   I've  kno^Tn  for  some   time   that  i^^r.   Jeffries  has  heen 
trying  tombring  about  a  separation  between  you  and  Howard  - 
but   I  have   only   just   learned  that  he   is  going  with  us  and   that 
divorce   proceedings  are  to  be   coniaenced  —  the  moment  we   leave 
^ew  York  - 

Annie 

(Looking  out  into   snaoe)      So  ^r.  Brewster  told  me  — 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

You  know  of  course  that  I  -  that  I  -  am  opposed  to  *^r.  Jeffries 
actions, 

Annie 

I  know please   don't  worry  about  me   —   I'm  all  right  — 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

I  begged  -r.  Jeffries  to  -  not  to  go  on  with  this  suit,  but 
he  is  determined,  and  when  he  gets  Howard  away  with  him  -  he 
will  influence  him  -  to  sign  thfi  necessary  papers  and  - 

Anni  e 
I  don' t  think  sol 

Mrs.  Jeffries 
Ah,  you  don't  know  Mr.  Jeffries 

Annie 
I've  a  pretty  good  idea  of  him  - 
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Mrs.  Jeffries 

If  he  mal-.8s  up  hin  mind  -  he'll  do  it  —  in  any  ease  -  my 
object  in  coming  here  is  to  tell  you  that  —  I = have  informed 
him  of  liy  disapproval  of  his  action  -  that  I  am  not  going  away 
with  him  —  that  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  — 

( Pause ) 
Annie,  I  have  tried  to  express  my   gratitude  to  you  for  what  you 
have  done  for  me  -  and  you  v/ould  never  allow  me   —  hut  nov?  you 
must  -  I  have  come  to  offer  you  a  home  with  me  -  my  friends  shall 
be  your  friends  -  you  v/ill  take  your  position  as  the  V7ife  of 
Howard  Jeffries,  Jr.,  -  and  you  will  win  the  respect  of  the 
world  as  you  have  won  mine  - 

Annie 

(Much  affected)     You're  verjr  good   -  but 
( Shake  he rhead) 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

You  must  try  and  love  me  as  I  have  learned  to  love  you. 

Annie 

I   donpt  have  to  learn  -  I   think  you're    just   fine   -  and  I   do 
love  you,   but  —  I   don't  see  myself  in  that   —   that  —  merry- 
go-round  business  -  you  know-   that   sho?'   life   —  your  friends 
won't   lil:e  me     -   I  wouldn't  last  twenty  minutes  with   *  em  -  my 
style  would  simply  jar  them  -to  pieces  —  six  months  ago  I'd 

have   Jumped  at  it     —  but  now  —  I  I   ^ee  things  differently 

and   I  -—   it  won't  do  —  it   won't  do  —  and  no   one  knows  that 
better  than  you  - 

Mrs«    Jeffries 

Annie  —  I  must  repay  you  in  some  measure  — 

Annie 

You  have  repaid  me  —  why  the  thought  that  I'd  dome  something 
to  make  you  happy  has  been  a  constant  joy  to  me  — 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

But  I'm  not  happy  —  Annie,  I'm  not  happy  -  you  saved  me  from 
disgrace  -  but 

(Shakes  her  head  intently) 
%  sense  of  justice  rebels  -  I  shouldh't  have  allowed  it  — 

AnnJe 

But  it's  done  now  and  -  I  don't  Bee  the  use  of  raking  up  the 
past  —  and  worrying  over  what  can't  be  helped  —  I'.x*   Brewster 
is  doing  the  same  thing  -  you're  all  crying  over  spilled  milk 
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and  —  and  what's  the  use  — 

(BftTl) 
Excuse  me  — - 

I'll  het  it's  someone  wants  soine  information  that  will  keep 
the  public  posted  up-*«-date. 

j  Opens  door) 
Mr.  Jeffries  — won^ t  you  come  in  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

Thank  you  - 

)(Enter  Howard  Jeffries^  Srty  D>  R*^  -  ^Q  bows 
to  ^Ars.  Jeffries  and  Annie  1  ^ 

Annie 

Won't  you sit  down? 

Mr.   Jeffries 

Thank  you  -  no  — -  I   —  prefer  to  stand  —   I'll  he   as  hrief 
as   possible  - 

( Pause ) 
I  expected  to  find  you  here,  Alicia,  after  you  expsressed 
yourself  as  you  did   this  morning  -   but    I   hope   I'm  not   too 
late   to  save  you   from  the   folly  you  contemplate. 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Folly? 

Mr.   Jeffries 

A  very  mild  criticism  of  the   suggestion  to  fois^f  this  young 
staman  into   our  midst  -  believe  me  -  harsher  terras  will  be  used 
by  our  friends  - 

L^fexike  a  bsjaii.o£_  chair  I 
It's   folly  -  culpable  -  almost  criminal  folly  - 

Mrs .    Jeffries 

JSf,  Jeffries', 

Mr.   Jeffries 

{.To  Annie)     Young  woman'.     You  and  you  alone  are  res^ponsible   for 
the  whole   Underv/ood  tragedy  - 

i'lrs.    Jeffries 

She  is  not  responsible  - 

Mr*  Jeffries 


21 

Mr.    Jo ff re is 

Yoii  and  yov.  elone  are   res::onsi"blG    fcr  the   implication  of  my 
son  Jmthis  d is grace fal  scandal  - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 
TSo  -  no,  Kov7ard  - 

Mr*    Jeffries 
You  have   separated     fatlier  8.nd   son  - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

Your  son  is  going  abroad  with  you  at  her  request  -  what  more 
can  you  ask  - 

Mr;.  Jeffries 

Alicia  -  please  - 

You  have^  destroyed  the  friendship  that  has  existed  for  years 
between  ^r.  Brewster  and  myself  -  and  now  you  have  come 
"between  me  and  my  wife 

Mrs.  Jeffries 

Howard  -  Howard   you're  unjust  ke^   -  cruel  - 

(Goes  to  door  L.   ■»   opens   it] 

Mr.    Jeffries 

( yp  Ay^ti-^p^)      It's   the   truth  -  isn't  it answer  me   — 

(Enter  Brewster  Dy  L.>   followed  "by  Howard) 

Mrs.   Jeffries 
Mr.  Brewster. 

Mr.    Jeffries 
Brewster  - 

Mrs/  Jeffries 

Mr.    Jeffries   is   asking  for  the  truth  and  I  want  him  to 

know  it. 


m>   Jeffries 

Yes  - 

(Points  to  AnMe) 
Inwant   the   truth  —  and  I  want  her  to  know  it  —  I   want  the 
whole   7/orld  to  know  it. 
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Your  existence  is  a  menace  to  society  - 

(BusineBs  of  explanations  from  Brewster  and 

%s«  Jeff  ties) 
Your  presence  blights  and  destroys  everyone  with  whom  you 
come  in  contact  - 

(Business  of  exclamations J ^ 
Goci  only  knows  ho\7  you  have  succeeded  in  "blinding  my  wife,- 
my  son  -  and  the  eminent  ^'^r.  Brewster  to  your  real  character-; 
"but  I  am  determined  to  prevent  your  doing  further  damage  -  and 
to  that  end  I  shall  use  every  means  at  my  disposal  to  drive 
you  out  of  this  c caniiiunity  - 

'BuaiaQas  Qf  escl^^mations) 

Howard 

Faxher  — — 

(Business) 
Annie  —  I8d  rather  you  wouldn't  listen  to  any  more  of  these 
insults  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

So  -  youVe   changed  your  mind    once  more  -   she's  won  you  away 
again,   eh? 

Howard 
She's  my  wife  and  - 

Mr.   Jeffries 
Don't  you  want  to  know  the  truth  - 

Brewster 
Do  you? 

Mr?    Jeffries 
Mr,   Brewster  - 

Brewster 

When  you  do  you  will  retract  every  statement  you  have  made  — 
in  plain  language,  sir  -  you'll  yat  your  ovm  words  — 

Mr.  Jeffries 

How  dare  you,  sir  —  How  dare  you  - 

Brewster 

(To  ATiTi-iQ  ,  who  goes  np  sta{i:e )      ©on't  go,   Annie   - 

(Business  -  Annie   rushea  off  stgge  D.  L.) 
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Brewster 
Let  roe   inform  you, Mr.    Jeffries   —  that  the  letter  Underwood 
wrote  fUst  "before  his  death  —  v/as  addressed  to  Mrs.  Howard 
Jefffies  Jrsnicr,   your  wife,   and  not  to  your  daughter-in-law  - 

Mrs.   Jeffries 

Yes  -  Howard  I  I  am  the  woman  who  called  on  him  the 

night  of  his  death  —  you  know  we  were  old  friends  - 

(Mr>  Jeffries  stares  at  her  in  amazement  -  then 

hursts  cut  laii.ghing) 

Brewster 

It  is  perfectly  true  - 

Mr.  Jeffries 

And  do  you  expect  me   to  "believe  such  a  ridiculous   statement  as 
that  -  Hr«  Brewster  -  a  statement  made  pal§>ahly  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  changing  my  opinion  of  my  son's  wife  — 

(To  Mrs.   Jeffries) 
It*3  very  self-sacrificing  —  and  very  noble    of  you  to  try  and 
shield  her  —  hut  --   I  hope  you  don't  really  think  that   I  am 
fool  enoiigh  to  believe   such  a  wild  -  a"bsurdities  -  ha  -   it's 

almost   laughable  - 
n 

Brewster 

A  moment  ago  you  were  clamoring  for  the  tmth  -  and  nothing 
butthe  truth  would  satisfy  you  —  now  you  know  it  -  you  won't 
believe  it  — 

Mr  Jeffries 

Truih  may  be   stranger  than  fiction,  but  it's  not  as  stsange 
as   'ill  txi^t   - 

Mrs.    Jeffries 

I   assure  you 

Mr.    Jeffries 

Alicia   —  this   girl  h  s  deceived  you  —  but   shecan't  hoodwink 
me 

Brewster 

Jeffries,  you  deserve  to  be  lied  to  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

Mr,  Jeffries 

Sir,  I  — 

(Business) 
Come,  Alicia  — - 
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:a!rs.    Jeffries 

iTn  Fr>wpyri )     You  telieve  ffie ,  Howard  — 

Howard 

Yes  —  Mr.  Brewster  toldme   —   in  there, 

Mr.    Jeffries 

Alicia,  I  am  waiting  - 

Mrs .  Je  ff ries 

Good-lDye,  Howard  "^ 

(Sciieezes  Brewster* vS  hand,   and  exit  with 
Mr.   Jeffries) 

Mr.  Brewster 

Whatever  your  step-mother  mrj  hove   done,  Howard,    the  punish- 
ment more  than  fits   the   crime.     Well  good-bye  - 

(Brewster  ahout  to  go  -  Howard     stoips  him  - 

t^fcQg  Ms  'h^M) 

Hovvard 

Thank  -  you,   thank  -  you  - —  I'ir.  Brewster 

Brewster 

That's  all  right,   my  boy your  wifehas  mj  de  a  pretty  good 

fight   for  you  —   I   only  hope   you're  worth  it  Good-bye  

(Exit  P.L..  Business  -  as  soon  as  Brewster 
exits  -  Htgward  rushes  up  stage  -  knooks  aF" 
door) 

Howard 
Annie  -  Annie  — 

Annie 
What   is   it? 

Howard 
They've  gone  —   they've   gone 

Annie 
(Enter  D*  L« )     Well  —  aren't  you  going  with  them? 

Howard 
Ho  —   old  girl  -  I  am  not. 
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Annie 
Howard  don*t   call  me  "old   girl"   - 

Howard 
Why  not  - 

Annie e 

Bee&useit*s  true— 

(Business  »  Howard  kisses  her  and  takes  her  in 
his   arms) 


/* 
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